
N
ot long ago, I acciden-
tally came to know
about ‘Chinroyen-
Droog’ while browsing

the Internet. This, the website
said, was one of the prominent
forts during the regime of the
rulers of Mysore. After some
googling, it turned out that the
name was an anglicized version of
Channarayana Durga, now re-
duced to just a sleepy village near
Madhugiri in Tumkur district.
Madhugiri is around 100 km from
Bangalore, and one can reach
Channarayana Durga by taking a
deviation just before Madhugiri.

Some of us friends took a day
off to visit this interesting place.
With a plan to start the climb very
early in the morning, we left Ban-
galore by 4 am and set out on the
Bangalore-Pune highway. After
crossing Dobaspet, we took a de-
viation towards Koratagere. We
reached Channarayana Durga vil-
lage by 6 am. We then started our
climb after taking some quick
guidance from the villagers. The
climb was very interesting, with

no signboards or other tourists
around. We were at the entrance
of the fort in an hour’s time.
There, we noticed an inscription
by the Maratha rulers who once
occupied this fort.

History says that the fort was
originally built by the rulers of
Madhugiri. They controlled the
fort until their kingdom was at-
tacked and taken over by the
Marathas. In the later years, it is
said that the fort changed hands a
few times between the Marathas
and the Mysore Wodeyars.

Channarayana Durga was sur-
rendered to the British army dur-
ing the third Mysore war, and was
later abandoned. Even though the
fort is deteriorating slowly due to

the damage caused by treasure-
hunters, most of the small-yet-
beautiful structure still stands
strong. Many stone buildings in-
side the fort are increasingly be-
coming targets of vandalism by
treasure hunters.

A little distance further from
the entrance was the very beauti-
ful pond and temple. We were sur-
prised to see so much of water on
top of the rocky hill. We spent
some time around this pond, and
started the final stretch of the
climb to reach the peak. This was
the best part of the whole climb.

By 11 am, we were at the top of
the hill, at a height of about 3,700
feet above sea level. The weather
was very pleasant. The view from
the top was simply breath-taking.

After spending some time
there, we started our descent and
reached the village in a couple of
hours. We then started our return
journey, taking with us a lot of
pictures and good memories!

The author is a software engineer
who loves trekking

Srinidhi T G recounts the ecstasy of climbing the
historic Channarayana Durga fort in Madhugiri

Revisiting history

Adventure just got itself a new name! The number of new and old places Bangalore’s resident techies have covered are seem-
ingly endless. Have you been someplace lately? Write in and send us your experiences for our Tech Venture column. But if you
made that trip on a sick leave, or if you like your anonymity, then give yourself a nom de plume.We won’t snitch on your real iden-
tity, we promise! Write in to bmtechventure@gmail.com

Ruins stand testimony to history associated with the place 

A panoramic view from the fort’s top
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The Channarayana Durga

S SH YA M PR A S A D

A N D DE E P T H I MR

A
demanding career usually
snuffs out the dreams most
people grow up wanting to

achieve. Palash Bera, a 27-year-old
techie had to take up a job in 2003
after his father Dilip Kumar Bera’s
career ended abruptly. The Mysore-
born Bengali had to keep aside his
brush and pastel and immerse him-
self in the binary world of comput-
ers. The hobby he had picked from
his father and which he had dreamt
of making a career out of was no
longer on the horizon.

Not willing to give up his first

love, Palash opted to give up
sleep,literally. Four years of con-
tinuous night-shifts and four-
hour-per-day sleep meant dedi-
cating every drowsy moment of
his life to sketching and painting.
And his dedication has finally
paid off, with the city’s Renais-
sance Gallery on Cunningham
Road hosting his first painting ex-
hibition from Nov 10 to Nov 14.

“I hardly get time out of work.
I usually paint on weekends and
any time I have. There are times
when I sleep off while working on
a painting and my friends try to
feed me,” says Palash. He recalls
that once he borrowed a bench

from a farm on Mysore Road to
sleep as he kept falling asleep
while riding his bike. He has no
count of how many sketches and
paintings he has made. “Most of
the paintings I make are given

away to friends. I have very little
of my works with me,” he says.
Palash enjoys sketching more
than painting because all the for-
mer needs is a black pencil.

Eleven paintings of Palash will
be display at the exhibition which
he is dedicating to his late father.
One painting by his father, “ba-
sically a landscape... however
there is a face of a lady in the
painting if you look carefully,”
which is dedicated to his mother
will also be on display. Palash
draws mostly landscapes which
he says was an inspiration from
his father. “He is the original in-
spiration. The way he looked at

things put an entirely different
perspective on life,” he says.

Spending 3-4 hours every day
travelling to and from Electron-
ics City, where he works, is one
thing Palash hates like every-
one else. He says it was his
family members and
friends who inspired
him to take up painting
again. Two years into
his job, he had almost given up
painting, till a permanent at-
tachment to night-shifts gave
him time for it in the last four
years. And now an old college
friend’s (Anupam Singh) insistence
has led to the exhibition.

WITHOUT SLEEP, HE REALISED HIS DREAM
PALASH’S SKETCH

A techie who has hardly slept in the last four years to pursue painting is ready with his first exhibition

Palash Bera


