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AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 24

THE Ahmedabad Municipal Corpo-
ration, which had so far been main-
taining its 200-odd gardens with bore
well water, has come up with a pilot
plan to recycle sewage water to meet
their needs. A prototype plant has
been operating in Naranpura area for
the past one month. 

According to Municipal Commis-
sioner Guruprasad Mohapatra, the
pilot plant, having a capacity to
process 10,000 litres of waste water a
day, was set up by a private firm free of
cost. Once this plant is fully opera-
tional, it will  do away with bore well
water for watering its gardens and
nurseries as well as roadside planta-
tions across the city.

The plant, set up over a less than
40 sq m area, is located near Navdeep
Hall in Naranpura. The quality of wa-
ter after tertiary treatment is below
10 mg per litre.

Explaining the process, Mohapatra

said that the raw sewage would be
taken from manholes of main trunk
line to the storage tank, where three
zones have been formed in closed
tanks. Of the three zones, solid parti-
cles would be removed in the first
zone. On reaching the second zone,
water would be aerated before remov-
ing dissolved oxygen and conducting
biological process. Suspended parti-
cles are settled in the third zone and
suspended particles are removed. 

“The recycled water would be
chlorinated and then disinfected.
This water is odorless, nutritious and
ready for use,” he said. He said that
use of this recycled water will save
both ground water and an estimated
40 units of power (worth Rs 200 a
day), which amounts to around Rs
73,000 per year. Most importantly,
this water is nutritious for plants. Use
of this water will also reduce move-
ment of water and its pressure on the
main drainage lines  This will also re-
duce movement of the quantity of
sewage water via pipelines. 
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H
ITTING back at Sonia
Gandhi, BJP’s prime
ministerial candidate

Narendra Modi on Sunday said
no party can be “more poison-
ous” than Congress as it has
thrived on “poison of power” for
almost half a century.

Modi also charged Congress
with treating the poor merely as a
vote bank and said in a democ-
racy, a chai wallah, a pan wallah, a
labourer or a farmer can become
prime minister.

A day after Sonia Gandhi
said BJP was a party of poison-
ous people, Modi said Rahul
Gandhi had once recalled that
his mother Sonia had compared
power to poison.

“Madam’s Shehzada once
said in Jaipur that his mother told
him that power is poison. They
ruled the country for almost 50
years since Independence...then
who has tasted poison for a longer

period...it is Congress...then who
else can be more poisonous (than
Congress),” Modi said. 

He was addressing election
rallies at Banswara, Chittorgarh

and Anta in Rajasthan.
At Banswara, Modi said

Rahul speaks about poverty only
when media is around and asked
why he hasn’t done anything for

people living in the slum adjacent
to his house in Delhi.

Attacking the government
over rising inflation, he said peo-
ple should forget, and not forgive,
Congress in the election as it had
easily forgotten its promise made
in the 2009 general elections of
controlling prices in 100 days of
coming to power.

“All the three leaders - Sonia
Gandhi, Manmohan Singh and
Rahul Gandhi - visited Ra-
jasthan, but none of them talked
about inflation and did not say
what their government did to
control it,” he said.

Modi said the tribal commu-
nity had made great contribution
to the country’s Independence
movement.“But Congress prop-
agates that only one family has
made all the sacrifices for the
nation. They have ignored sacri-
fices of tribals, but the fact is
that the time period they spent
in palaces is more than the time
they spent in jails,” he said.
Modi also said Congress makes
fun of tribals.

Chief Minister Narendra Modi at a poll rally in Baran
district of Rajasthan on Sunday. PTI

Twenty-two vintage cars
participated in a rally as a part 
of the World Heritage Week
celebration, in Ahmedabad.
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AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 24

TWENTY-TWO old beauties gave
a pleasant surprise to “Amdavadis”
as a vintage car drive march passed
city roads on Sunday morning, as a
part of the World Heritage Week cel-
ebration in an initiative taken by a
voluntary organisation. 

The city woke up to an impressive
line-up of 22 vintage models, some
of which were 1962 Chevrolet Im-
pala, 1947 Buick-8 Roadmaster, 1947
Armstrong Siddeley Lancaster, 1967
Volkswagen Beetle, 1967 Fiat 1500,
1971 Compact Mercedes w115, 1949
Jaguar Mark V and 1960 Willys CJ3b.

The event was organised by Gu-
jarat Vintage and Classic Car Club
(GVCCC) and was flagged off by
Deputy Municipal Commissioner
Dilip Gor from near Ellisbridge in
the morning. The cars powered up
from Ellisbridge, surpassing the
Walled City and commercial areas
like Ashram Road, Mithakali and C
G Road before finally stopping at
Sports Club, Navrangpura.

Navroz Tarapore, co-founder of
GVCCC, who owns a 1937 Buick-8
Road Master - the oldest of all the
displayed cars - said, “The purpose
of the rally was to motivate individuals
to come out with their cars and ex-
change ideas. Due to the on-going
Heritage Week, we also wanted the
citizens to know what Ahmedabad
still preserves. It was very exciting to
see Amdavadis being so curious and
enthusiastic.”

Rizwan Memon (36), who works
in a grocery shop at Ellisbridge, was
fascinated with the vintage cars. “This
is the first time I have seen something
like that. The colours are more at-
tractive as compared to the new cars.
I wish I could drive one,” he said.

Ramesh Soni, a Krishna Nagar
resident, stood near Sidi Saiyad
Masjid with his son to take photo-
graphs of the cars passing by. “We
usually don’t have such kind of ral-
lies in the city. So I tagged my son
along,” he said. However Soni was a
little disappointed to see the turnout
of cars. “Witnessing something like
this is rare. So I was expecting to see
more variety of cars,” he added.

The drive gave a reason to Bharat

Rajput, a Shahibuag-based me-
chanic, to enjoy his cup of tea. “I
came out of my garage to have tea
and then I saw the cars passing by. I
personally feel that look wise, these
cars are much better than what we
have today,” he said.

Ashwin Panchal waited for a
while near Subhash Bridge before he
caught the glimpse of the cars. “My
brother called and told me about this.
So my children and I hurried to the
nearest location. I wanted my chil-
dren to see those cars that they see
only in films or photos. Looking at
them in real is a whole new experi-
ence,” he said.

A pan-wala near Gandhi
Ashram, Vinod Pivariya, had a wide
smile on his face. “For the first time in
my 50 years, I have seen so many vin-
tage cars. Though I had a customer to
attend, I came out of my shop to
watch the cars. Images of olden times
flashed in my mind,” he said.

Jeetubhai Vachheta, a laundry-
man, was on his way to work when he
saw the cars passing by him. “I parked
my scooter at the side of the road to
see the cars properly. Such opportuni-
ties don’t come so often. I am glad I
made the most of it,” he said.

Navrangpura-based medical
store owner Amrit Purohit stopped
his daily routine in-between to take
photographs. “How can you work
when such cars are passing by in front
of your eyes? I think this is a very
good way of letting the young genera-
tion know the cars of older times,”
he said.

Like the city dwellers, the own-
ers-cum-drivers of these vintage cars
too were excited.

“It was a marvellous experience
driving through the Walled City af-
ter 25 years. I could see how people
were going crazy when they saw the
cars at Ellisbridge. It is and it will al-
ways be a matter of pride to own a
vintage car,” said Shreyak Pannalal
and Shrenik Pannalal, owners of the
1947 Chevrolet Fleetmaster.

A regular user of 1960 Willys
CJ3b, Chirag Mehta said, “I drive my
vintage car from home to workplace
everyday. My father had purchased
the car in 1960 and it is still in a good
working condition. This jeep was ba-
sically made for wars but was also
used for civilian purpose. I cannot
put into words how proud I am to
have two vintage cars in the family.”

Anurag Mehta, younger brother
of Chirag, and the owner of Fiat
1100B, which used to be the most
common sedan in 1960, said, “Out of
100-150 vintage cars in Ahmedabad,
only 1/10th of vintage cars have been
used in the rally because some of
them are not in working condition.
To drive a vintage car runs in our
blood. Driving a vintage car gives a
different feel. It is definitely an ex-
pensive hobby.”

Although the rally was a hit, Tara-
pore felt they had a bitter experience
because of the police’s non-involve-
ment at places. “People were blocking
the way by coming in-between the
cars. We had no support from the po-
lice department and got a late reply
for permission to organise a rally.
They could have provided PCR vans
just to stop people coming in our
way,” the organiser said.

Vintage cars roar on Ahmedabad roads
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LEADER of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Arun Jaitley on Sunday accused
the Congress of using “disgruntled” of-
ficers to take on the BJP’s prime ministe-
rial candidate in an apparent reference
to suspended Gujarat cadre IAS officer
Pradeep Sharma moving Supreme
Court with a plea to order independent
probe against Narendra Modi in the al-
leged snooping controversy. 

“They (Congress) are back to their
old game of detecting a disgruntled po-
lice officer or a civil servant and getting
him to make absurd charges. This didn’t
work when (suspended IPS officer) San-
jeev Bhatt did it. It won’t work with Con-
gress party’s newly discovered sus-

pended civil servant doing it,” Jaitley
wrote on social networking website
Facebook. 

Claiming that Congress vice-presi-
dent “Rahul Gandhi is no match” to
Modi, Jaitley wrote: “The Congress is
on the back foot as far as the leader-
ship battle is concerned. Today it is un-
der the impression that tweets, taunts
and press conferences of its second row
leaders will match Modi. This hasn’t
worked”.

“In Gujarat, the party has flip-
flopped. Either they are very aggressive
against him or alternatively they pre-
tend that he doesn’t exist. In the 2012
assembly elections, they could not proj-
ect a leader to match him. They hired a
young brand ambassador to counter
him,” Jaitley added. WITH PTI INPUTS

‘Cong using disgruntled
officers to target Modi’ 

Modi throws poison barb back
at Sonia, attacks Rahul 

Cong opposes AMC plan to demolish
parts of Bava Louloui Masjid
AHMEDABAD: To facilitate the setting up of the  Sabarmati River
Front Development project near Sardar Bridge (east), AMC plans to
demolish a portion of the  Bava Louloui Masjid, a move that was ob-
jected to by the Opposition Congress. The Bava Louloui Masjid is a
archaeological monument of national importance that is now under
the protection of Archaeological Survey of India. 
Opposition leader Badruddin Shaikh said that the AMC has issued a
seven-day notice to the mosque’s management to allow it to remove
a portion of the mosque.
Calling the notice illegal, Shaikh said that a monument protected by
the Central government can not be demolished. Moreover, he added
that no new construction can take place within a periphery of 100
metres of the mosque. ENS

BJP’s Samvad Cell
holds first meet
AHMEDABAD: The first state-
level meeting of the Gujarat BJP
Samvad Cell  was held here on
Sunday. The meet was chaired
by state convener Dr Parag Sheth
at the state head office in Khan-
pur, The meeting witnessed the
launch of the Samvad Cell official
website by Samvad Cell national
convener Dr Paritosh Vyas. The
website has been named
www.bjpsamvadcellguj.com.
BJP Vividh Cell pradesh convener
Dr Anil Patel was also present..In
his address to those present
from various parts of the state,
Dr Vyas told them to work to-
ward preparations for the com-
ing General Elections. He said
the Cell was going to gain more
importance and significance in
view of the coming Lok Sabha
elections.  ENS

Civic body to use recycled
sewage water for gardens
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