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● Vintage pride

Smitten by the majestic beauty
When most of

his friends
were prepar-

ing to pursue a career in
medicine and in the soft-
ware industry, Manish
Saraswat had set his
mind on becoming an
automobile engineer.

He was very sure that
he wanted to make a
career in the automobile
industry and nowhere
else.

Manish doesn’t think
twice before saying that
his life revolves around
engines and automobiles.
He works for Caterpillar
as a territory manager for
product support.

In addition to reading
extensively about the
latest developments in the
automobile industry,
Manish was also keen on
owning a vintage or classic
vehicle someday. And he
did. A1958 Fiat 1100
(called the Select) was his
first purchase and Manish
fondly calls his car his
‘second love’.

“I bought this vehicle a few
years ago. This particular car
is indeed very special because

it first belonged to popular ac-
tor G Sakunthala. She had
bought it under hypotheca-
tion with a credit firm in Mint

Street, Madras (The Automo-
bile Credit Company). The car
later changed hands and was
bought or taken away by the

owner of the credit company.
It was eventually sold to some-
one in Erode. It is from him
that I have bought this car,”

explains Manish.
Manish is well-

versed with the
working of the car
and has personally
supervised the
restoration process.
He says that he was
always keen to be a
part of the restora-
tion. “Maintaining
the car is a time-
consuming affair
and takes up a lot of
resources but it is
my passion and I
don’t find it a tire-
some thing to do.
Sometimes finding
the spares too be-
comes a chal-
lenge,”he says.
Manish adds,
“There are a few
shops on J C Road
and scrap dealers
around the same
place who stock
some of the spare
parts.”He also
points out that be-

ing a part of the Fiat Club
helps whenever he wants to
gather information about the
car.

Sharing Manish’s love for

gan taking interest in cars,”
explains Shipra.

She is proud of their Fiat
and says, “The Fiat works on a
very different mechanism.
Everything about it is special
right from the way the door is
opened, the working of the
steering wheel and even the
way the gears are changed.
You can’t help but fall in love
with it.”

The couple is overwhelmed
by the compliments they re-

ceive from total strangers.
“We are asked a lot of ques-
tions about the car but we nev-
er get tired of answering
them. Children and the older
folk are equally smitten by the
car. I sometimes offer them a
ride in the car and I am most
happy when I get a smile in re-
turn,”explains Manish.

The couple prefer to take
the car out on weekends and
never miss a chance to go on
long drives whenever possible.

“The farthest we have driv-
en in the car is to Nandi Hills,”
says Manish. In fact, he says
that if time and money permit,
he would like to add a couple
of other cars.

“The next two cars on my
list are a 1963 VW Beetle and
a 1942 LHD WWII Willys
Jeep,”he says.
(Manish can be reached on
manish_saraswat@yahoo.com)
Nina C George

Do you own
a vintage
automobile

and want to be featured
in this column?
You can write to us at
metrolife@deccanherald.co.in

PROUD OWNERS Shipra and Manish Saraswat.

● Romantic duo

‘Yash is giving me
my dream wedding’
A ctors Radhika Pandit

and Yash have been in
a steady relationship

for the last six years but the
couple feel like they fell in
love just yesterday.

Ready to tie the knot on
December 10, Yash and Rad-
hika say that finding the right
partner in each other is per-
haps the best thing that has
happened to them. Their re-
lationship, they say, is built on
complete faith and trust in
each other. On the threshold
of a new life, Radhika
and Yash talk to Nina C
George about their journey
as a couple and how they’ve
been with each other
through ups and downs.

How did it all begin?
Radhika: Yash and I acted to-
gether in ‘Gokula’. That’s
when we became good
friends and would always get
talking about a lot of things
including our careers,
dreams and ambitions. I al-
ways knew Yash to be a very
reserved person. While on
the set, we would all mingle
with each other but I always
found Yash sitting by himself,
either reading or writing
something.
Yash: I always respected and
admired Radhika for the per-
son that she is. She was
always full of life. In fact, it is
she who transformed me into
the romantic.

What do you think is the
secret of your strong bond?
Radhika: Both of us are differ-
ent people. If we were similar,
then we would be chasing the
same things. I think it’s clear-
ly our friendship that has
kept us together.
Yash: I think the friendship
factor is very important in
any relationship. And when
you truly love someone, you
don’t really have to go that ex-
tra mile to make them happy.
The love and sacrifice come
naturally.

Life after marriage...
Radhika: A lot of people have
been asking me if I would
continue acting after mar-
riage. Why wouldn’t I? I have
my own path which I would
like to follow and I hope I
would be able to even after
marriage.
Yash: Radhika too had a lot of

doubts about whether she
would be able to continue her
career. She loves her profes-
sion but she is not very ambi-
tious because if she were then
she would have moved to act-
ing in other languages. She
works within some set stan-
dards. She will continue to
act.

Any advice to young cou-
ples...
Yash: It’s been six years since
we have been seeing each
other but it feels like we fell in
love just yesterday. Those in
relationships should respect
each other for who they are. I
don’t think anybody under-
stands me better than Radhi-
ka.
Radhika: Relationships with
no strings attached work
best. Yash and I began as
friends and we continue to re-
main good friends. I don’t
have to spell anything out to
Yash, he understands what I
want just from my
expressions.

What is it that you both like
about each other?
Radhika: He may be a rock-
ing star but for me he is a
very real person.
Yash: I like her innocence and
in a lot of ways, I feel she
completes me. It’s like god
has designed both of us to be
a part of each other.

We hear that you have
planned a dream wedding...
Radhika: Yash is giving me
my dream wedding. It’s been
like a fairytale for me right
from our engagement to the
wedding now. He has made
sure that nothing is amiss.
Yash: I never pre-planned
our wedding. I just wanted to
get married to her. Radhika
always spoke about the
smallest things that she
wanted at her wedding. I
think all her friends and fami-
ly knew what kind of a wed-
ding she wanted. And I
wanted to make her dream
wedding come true.

the vehicle is his wife Shipra
Saraswat who also takes keen
interest in knowing about the
car and joins him in maintain-
ing it.

Shipra says, “Manish loves
his work and his cars. I found
his hobby of collecting cars
and miniature models of cars
quite intriguing in the begin-
ning. There were bulky pieces
of metal lying all over the
home. But I gradually under-
stood his passion and I too be-

PERFECT PAIR Radhika Pandit and Yash.

GRAND The 1958 Fiat 1100.

● Passionate archers

Aiming for the skies
What is common be-

tween ‘The Lord of
The Rings’, ‘The

Hunger Games’, animation
movie ‘Brave’, ‘Baahubali’and
the old favourite ‘Ramayan’?
Before you start thinking
along the lines of ‘the triumph
of good over evil’or something
equally ostentatious, no, the
answer is much simpler.
Archery! This practice, which
has been around ever since
our Paleolithic ancestors fig-
ured that they needed to keep
some distance between them
and their moving, four-legged
dinner options, has been an
important part of history and
mythology, especially in India.
But with advancements in
technology and weaponry, this
skill took a backseat. But since
nothing good can stay hidden
for ever, archery is making a
comeback and that too, with a
bang.

“We have seen a lot of inter-
est for the workshops we con-
duct on archery,”says Regan
Rodricks, co-founder of Blue
Bulb, an online activity mar-
ketplace. “Rather than regular
classes, these workshops are
meant for people who have
never held a bow or arrow in
their lives, and the response
has been great. Young adults
make up the bulk of the learn-
ers because they are increas-
ingly looking to try out newer
things. Parents are also enthu-
siastic about getting their chil-
dren to try out this sport now,”
he says.

Asked about the reasons for
the spurt in popularity of this
game, Regan explains, “As In-
dians, we have always associ-
ated sports with either cricket
or football. But they
are team sports; you
need to find players, a
huge ground and so on.
Archery, on the other
hand, is

something you can play with
yourself. You are competing
against yourself, against your
last best score. Also, this game
improves your flexibility, focus
as well as your core strength —
something that people are
now recognising.”

Padmini Ramesh agrees.
Her daughter, Keerthana,
took up the bow and arrow
when she was around 7 years
old. Today, the youngster is a

veteran, after having partici-
pated in district, state

and national level
tournaments.

“She was introduced
to this sport while at-
tending an overall de-

velopment class in Mumbai,
where we were settled earli-
er,”says Padmini.
“Keerthana became very pas-
sionate and went on to win
medals in tournaments con-
ducted there. After we came
to Bengaluru, I asked her to
give us a few weeks to find a
suitable coach but we landed
in Kanteerava Stadium within

“This sport requires nothing
other than interest and dedi-
cation. I have students in the
age group of 7-45 years. In
fact, some of the most eager
students come from the cor-
porate crowd. They tell me
that they didn’t have the fami-
ly or monetary support to pur-
sue this interest when they
were younger but now they
are determined to follow their
passion,”says Anil.

A good support system is
what makes the difference be-
tween an average and an ex-
ceptional athlete, adds Padmi-
ni. “We have always
encouraged Keerthana to fol-
low her interest in this field.
Now she is saying that she
does not want to take up Sci-
ence after her class 10 exams
as it will leave her with very lit-
tle time to practice on the
field,”she says. “We respect
her decision. More than that,
it is the pure happiness on her
face when she picks up a bow
that made us agree to this,”
Padmini adds with a fond
laugh.
Rajitha Menon

FOCUSSED Youngsters are increasingly taking to archery these days. (Right) Girls practising
at the Kanteerava Stadium.

DEDICATED (Above) Keerthana Ramesh (left) Anil Kumar.

12 days because she just could-
n’t wait,”Padmini adds with a
smile.

But not everyone displays
the same level of dedication,
says Anil Kumar, an archery
instructor who has been
teaching for around three
years. “Nowadays, many chil-
dren are not very interested in
sports and even some parents

are not very enthusiastic
about getting their children to
the ground; they would rather
have them sit at home and
study or play video games,”he
rues. “If schools encouraged
the growth of different kinds
of sports, then we would have
so many talented players from
this country.”

Bearing testimony to his
statement is the fact that Anil
has been able to hone many a
state and national level (junior
and senior) archer from three
Navodaya schools in and
around Bengaluru; these
schools introduced archery in
their curriculum years ago.

As Indians, we
have always
associated
sports with
either cricket
or football. ”
Regan

“


