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ROYAL
PASSION

in 1559 he built a small palace. Various
other buildings and structures soon
mushroomed around the palace. With
successive generations the marble and
granite palace of the maharanas spread
out, expanding until it could claim itself
to be one of the largest palaces in the
world. Over time the city grew, too, to
become a UNESCO World Heritage site
that is ‘like no other place on earth’, aptly
described by writer Rosita Forbes.
But Udaipur wasn’t the beginning of

the Sisodia dynasty – the dynasty had
already been around for a millennium
before the city came into being. Though
the apocryphal story claims that the
Sisodias were direct descendants of Lord
Rama, the earliest recorded history talks of
how the pregnant queen, Pushpavati,
escaped the clutches of invading hordes,
giving birth to a baby boy, Guhil (or cave
born), in a cave in the mountains of Mallia
and left him in the hands of Kamalavati, a
Brahmin lady. Guhil grew up among the
tribal Bhils and in AD 568, when he was 11,
became their chieftain. Guhil founded a
new clan known as the Gehlots, who in the
7th century moved north to the plains of
Mewar and settled in an area that became
the town of Nagda, some 15 miles/25km
from Udaipur. 
Since then 76 maharanas have ruled

from Nagda, and then Udaipur, starting
with Udai Singh. And of all of them the
most emblematic is the current
‘Maharana’ of Udaipur. With a lineage that
goes back a millennium and a half, and

Legend says that Maharana Udai Singh
was out hunting one day and he came
upon a sage seated beside a lake. The sage
said that if the king would build his palace
at the same site, the fortunes of his family
would change. The Maharana built a small
shrine, Dhuni Mata, to mark the spot,
which is now the oldest part of the City
Palace of Udaipur. The lake, which had
been made a century earlier by a banjara
(one of the tribes that may have become
the gypsies of Europe) building a dyke
upon a stream for his bullocks to cross,
was further extended by Udai Singh, which
in time became one of the most
picturesque manmade lakes in Rajasthan,
Lake Pichola. Soon afterwards, Udai Singh
chose the site of Udaipur for his new
capital and built an artificial lake named
Udai Sagar after himself. 
His new capital was established when
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The main palace of the
maharanas of Udaipur. 
(HRH Group of Hotels Collection)

The MG TC of the
Maharana of Udaipur.
(Makarand Baokar)


