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Thoothukudi accident

GRUESOME SIGHT: The van which was involved in the accident at

Thappathi in Thoothukudi district on Monday, — PHOTE: N RAIESH

STAFF REPORTER

THOOTHUKUDE: Nine persons
were killed and three others
injured whena truck hit a sta-
tionary van pear Thappathi
refugees’ camp on the Madu-
rai by-pass road in the small
hours of Monday.

Among the deceased were
four men, four women and a
child,

According to police, one of
the tyres of the van in which
they were ftravelling burst
around 130 am.

Some passengers alighted
and others were sleeping in
the vehicle,

A coal-laden truck hit the
stationary vehicle from be-
hind. While eight passengers
were killed on spot, one died
on the way to hospital.

Police said the victims
were returning to Irukkanku-
di after attending a function
at Sevalkulam, Ottapidaram

taluk. The deceased were
identified as B. Vetrivel (25);
E. Mariselvam (20); Sarava-
nakumari (22), wife of Bala-
murugan; M. Sappani alias
Mari Selvam (40); Deepa
(25), wife of Paulraj; P. Puthi-
yavaraja (1); Rajalakshmi
(35), wife of Kuttiyan; R. Ka-
malammal (35) and R. Ma-
hendranalias Kutty (20). The
injured were S. Ramakrish-
nan (55); Petchiammal (30)
wife of Viii and R. Balamuru-
gan (20), the van driver.

They were admitted to
Arupukottai  Government
Hospital initially and re-
ferred to Rajaji Government
Hospital, Madurai.

Driver arrested

The Masarpatti  police
have arrested the truck driv-
er, . Mari Mahesh (29) of Pa-
naiyankurichi, Ambasamu-
dram, and S. Ramesh (28),

the cleaner.




