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Leauing the Gity in rear view?
S.Muralidhar

T, seemed like the summel. had advar.rced upon us
I and hrd hit the sar.rcls earlier than expected. Just
I into the early hours of the noon ar.rd the wide roads

I *".. ah'eady throwir.rg up wavy mirages. Tl.re glint-
ing white sun shone fiercely outside, though inside, I u,as
sitt ing u'ithin the comfortably air-conditioned confines of
a familiar car.

The setting was in Dubai late last month and I u'as there
to experience the new H)'ur.rdai Verna. The land of the
Burj Khalifa ar.rd the Palm islands was certainly letting slip
some signs of the slowdown, but of course, there were no
effects of the turmoil that many other parts of the mid-
west are going through.

As for the new, 7,h generation Verna that I was driving,
there is bound to be turmoil... amongst the competition
that is. The new Verna, also sold as the Accent in many
other markets of the r.l'orld, will make its India debut by
May this year. And the transformation is huge.

This is the 25'h anniversary, so to say, for the Verna, a
model that was first introduced as the pony in 1976. The
new (seventh-gen) Verna was in development for hve
years and last year it was launched in a few markets
abroad.

Sultry in the sand
I r.l'as part of abunch ofjournalists from ail over the r.l,or.ld,
wl.ro had been flown into Dubai to drive the new Verna
(the photos you see are of the Accent-badged, left-hand
clrive version of the Verna). We drove the Verna from our

hotel in the Jebel Al i  area in Dubai to Fujairah on the
sl.rores of the Ir.rcl ian Ocean, a distance of about 380 knrs.

The neu, Velna looks more compact than tl-re pr.etlc-
cessol ' ,  even when you step up close to i t .  There is none of
the awkrvard appearance of br-rlkiness to tl.re fror-rt of the
car. Ancl instead, the neu' Verna joins tl.re trio of Hl.undais
that have alreadl,adopted the Kor.ean company,s Fluidic
Sculpture design phi losophy.

The Verna's design now joins and nicely carr ies forward
the defining character l ines oft l .re new i l0, the new Sonata
and the new Tucson. Hyr-rndai says that the design philos-
ophy adds sophisticated, dynamic angles and elegant de-
sign l ines that resemble cal l igraphic'orchid strokes,. With
the new Verna, Hyundai designers are said to have em-
ployed the design concept'sleek on dynamic, for both the

exterior and t l-re inter- iot '  of the car
What this has translatcd into is an exterior. desip;n tl.rat

gives i t  avery coupe-l ikc prof i lc, u,hich is also found in the
latest i terat ior.rs of othel Hyundli  ntodels l ike the Sonata.
The ner. i 'Verna is sleeker. Llonc rr.e thc languorous l ines of
t l-re predecessor. Instead thc l ines sur.round the ner, i ,  model
rr" ' i th a certain sense of hurl ied pLlrpose. The new Verna
exudes a nerv elegant, sophist icl ted ir t t i tude.

That cloesn't mean that there arc no examples of Hyun-
dai's trademark r.rovelty in the nc'"r, Verna. The large hexa-
gonal front glille, the new H1'nnthi ciesign signature that
the current i lO also showcases is one of the f irst design
elements at tl.re front that strike you. The eagle-eye trvo-
tone bezel headlamps and the unique L-shaped fog lamps
are the other features that catch the eve at the front.

Just below the sleek gri l le is a three-sl l t ted l i rclam. The
new Verna's design is more cohesive. Al l  the boc1.v l ines
connect and culminate into creating a more ,wholistic'

image compared to the previons niodels. The inverted
bonnet crease and tl.re sic'le runnir.rg lir.res are visual high-
lights that catch tl.re light even in the sl.rade.

A strong shoulcler l ine, a coupe-l ike glass area and the
curvaceous roofl ine lr . i l l  also catch the fancy ofbuyers in
the pren.riun.r sedan segment.

At the rear, the new Verna's simple and flowing, but
tigfit design theme continues.

A stubby boot is dominated by petal-shaped u,rap-
around tai l- lamps. An over-sized rear bumper is cut deep
by the boot door ensuring a low loading height anc-l ersy
access into the cavernous luggage area.



Changing dimensions
Tl-re Hl.undai Verna has hacl its u,ork cut out to soltle

exter-rt  bv i ts pledecessor - clel iver as much value , but in l

package tl'rat is lllgel antl smarter.

The nerv Velna is bui l t  on a 2,570ninr krng stt 'uctulal

platfolm, rvhich is about 70mr-u longct'thnr tl-re outgoir-rg

n-roclel.

Ntlost of that extra lengtl.r has gone into leveragir.rg extra

space for the front and rear passengers. The legroorn for

tl.re fl'ont seats is said to be now on a par u'ith that of a

rurcdium sizecl car at l , l l2mm. It  is also wider and longer

ovclrll than its predecessor by Smrl :urd 90mtn, at

1.7()() t ) lnr  ln. l  { , . l70nrrn respect ivel \ ' .

The overall height, however, has been n.rarginally re-

clucecl b1, about l3rnm to 1,457mm. Hyundai designers

chose to do that to ensure that the car's spot'f-v coupe-like

profile is maintained, tl.rough tl-rey have also ensured tl.rat

the head room in the cabin is not t'eclucecl.

But the best part of the design of tl.re new Verna is its

abilitl' to corrpress itself into you u'hen at the wheel. So,

despite the largel proportions, the ovelall desigr.r rnakes

you feel that you are actually dliving a sr.naller car.

Also u,orth rememberingherc is thc fact that most of the

ner.v Verna's key dimensions il'c nrore tl-ran the current

segment benchn.rark - Hor.rdl Citv.

Smart interiors
To take the fight further, Hyundai is also rnrking some
significant h.rdia-specific changes to the Ve I-nl both inside
antl out. A clual clisk I'rorr.r, a twin-tip chrome rnuffler,

electr icalh'  folding cloor uirt 'ot-s (u'hich also have rn-

tegrated LED ir.rclicltors) ale sorne of tl.re cxteriol chan5ies

for thc' L.rcli a-spec rroclel.

h.rsicle tl.re uen, VeLun the lclditions u'ill be chrot.ne

aircon vents, a rear seat lut l io remote contt 'ol ,  u,ood gt 'ain

inselts fol t l -re dool plncls rucl speci l l  storage space iu thc

real"seat al 'm rest.

The one otl.rer arltlitior.r to the India-spec n.roclel's list is

the mole t lel icior.rs bit  -  l  r .reu,U II  1.4-l i tre cl iesel engine.

Fol the fir'st time in this segment, the nelv Velna u'ill be

offerecl rvith as mauy as four er"rgine options trvo petrol

ancl two diesel units.

The new Verna I clrove at Dubai featured the new

1.6-l i tre Gamma engine. I t  is a DOHC, inl ine four-cyl incler
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engine ri.ith n.u,rltiport fuel ir.rjection antl contir.r,rouslr,

vari lble'n'r i lve t inr ing (CwT). The neu'Llarnr.na engirre is

i .uore polverful r .r . i th an output of 123 PS at 6,30o lpnr

cor.nplrct l  to t l-re outgoing Velna Alphr enginc's 103 PS at

5,500 r-pr.n. Thc' ner.r. 1.(r-litre engir.re is also r.nor-e torcllle\'

ger-relatir-rg as much ls 15.8 KgNtl rt.1,200 r'pnr conrparecl to

the Alpha engine's 1.1.9 KgM at 3,000 r 'pn.

The othel petrol engine that rvill be offered u.ill be the

1.4-l i tre Gamma that u' i l l  put oLlt  a peak pou,er of 108 PS

and peak torque of 13.9 KgM. Both the engines are expect-

ecl to be rrratecl u, i th a choice of trvo tmnsmissions ir

four-speed rrutomatic and a f ive-speed t-nanual.

Tl-re 1.6 Gamma I drove was pairetl u,ith the automrrtic

transmissior.r. It is a ver'.v lefinecl, quiet ar.rd vibe-free en-

gine.

Though the engine has ample reserves of power, i t  fel t  a

little har.nstrung b-v a slightl,v slower shifting auto gearbox.

With the manual gearbox, I  am sure the 1.6 Gamma u' i l l

outclo tl.re otl.rers in the segment.

The Dubai-Fujairah stretch was chosen by Hyr-rndai for

the varied terrain it offered. The l-righrva-y runs through :r

healthl' mix of straights, hilly/curvy ancl city driving con-

cl i t ions.

By the t ime the Verna is launched here, i t  wi l l  be offerecl

with two othcr cngincs. Claimed to be quiet, clean and

responsive, the Verna u' i l l  get a U-II  1.6-l i tre VGT (varia-

ble geornetr.v turbochalger) diesel er.rginc u'ith peak pow-

er chalacterist ics of 12B bhp and perk torque of zo.s rgl '1.

It will also be offerecl u.itl-r a U-II i.4 VGT diesel engine

that wi l l  get.rerate 90 bhp of pou.er and 22.5 KgM of torque.



lasting impressions
I found the quality interior ofthe new Verna to be another
step up by Hyundai. A Y-shaped, symmetrical dashboard
layout is simple and pleasing to the eye.

The qualiry of plastic and other materials used is above
average for the segment and there is a general sense of
symmetry and proportion to the position of all the controls
and panels.

For improving the ride and handling, Hyundai engi-
neers have also replaced the old style sub-frame at the
front in the Verna and have instead now give it a H-shape

sub-frame for making a lighter structure overall and to
assist the independent suspension. At the rear, a coupled
torsion beam axle set up does the job of optimising the
suspension. Steering is motor driven and helps in precise
control. The new Verna is yet to be rated for fuel effi-
ciency, but it is expected to be better than the prede-
cessor's.Other features in the new Verna include a
Bluetooth system for the music system that allows the
driver to both make hands-free phone calls and also
stream music wirelessly to the cars speakers.

The Verna will also be offered with an optional back

warning system and a back-up camera with a hidden LCD
display in the electro-chromic rear-view mirror to help
the driver park with ease while reversing. The new Verna
will certainlybe a force to reckon with when it is launched
later this year. With the new styling and powertrain pack-
ages Hyundai will surely look to the Verna for bridging the
gap in numbers with its competitors. But, pricing will still
remain a key factor in ensuring that it tops the list. I expect
it to be in the range of Rs 7 lakh to Rs l0 lakh. Two months
to 9o...
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