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Ajanta & Ellora: Lyrics in stone have gained imternational
renwit amd re-designated as Warld Heritage Sites, Ajanta
Caves, excavated berween the 2nd century B.C, arnd the Gih
tentary A.D, are renowned for Buddhist paintings and Ellors
Caves, spanning the period between the Sthoand 11th AD,
comprece Buddhist monosteries, and wemples of the Hindu asd
Ja:rgfaalhs.‘ﬂ-huiz Ajants represents the most perfect cxample of
D|r1|:;m wall paintings, Fllara, on the cabser hand, is Famous forits
architeciural destgn and outstanding soulplares, :
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The Buddhist rock-kewn Ajama Coves, sre only about 39 hlnmﬂlfl
feom Jadgous (railway station on Delhi-Bambay & Allakabad-Bomhey maio
line af the Central mitway): and Trom Awangabad 104 kilesveoers {feom
Ellbea 06 & iflomsieri)

Anthe ezad ol the seventhcenmury, Buddhizm began o dez L i the land of
its orgin ol fes shrines fell Imo desalagion and min. For 4 thousand wears,
Ajania by buricd i he jungle-clad stopes of e westom minmisis range, untl
i ALY i wos discovered acchdenial ly

The: isrdaiod semp of borse shoe shaped rock rising aver o rving boa stecp
Emight ol 76 70 mctre (230 &) made an idcal sile i e menssic mpsiuay.
Limited i sqeue. e caves had o be more compact {han B aff Ellora. bt of
em were ol am carhics daie, the obles bebonging o pre Cheisthan times. The
srchitec ] and sculpiural vaines in these rock temples e surpessed by the
Eslilitioe of thand arl form, pamzing, which, more than a1l else, his geen Ajin
I workd Hime

Blaving seon these cave domphes the visilor will perhaps wondser ot dhe
Prefusion of o lar thewress nred mot i o6 the walls, He may be bowildered by e
i rihitaned vivaity of the female fgures, te fimous ~Ajanis fpe” with well
curved foms, elgstod eyes, stmctive micn and ample slomment. The Lt was
Ahet Ehe it bst-momies senl their sesocisbes. prainted ide by side and with equal sl
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There the thirty caves, seane of them uafinished and negligihie
contain munl paintings, but the best waork i o be found in Caypy g 21
_“?_mbﬂtmwumuﬂnﬂuuuj.d. 17, 1%, 34 and 26, The T I
of the eaves has been dong i consedubive onder and hiss oo r'lhljl:mh 1
chromological sequence. 11 sarts at the western extretsity of the ek, “lhlr
samrance, The peesent entrance’ doe3 not seem o have been the o e
sppreach o {1z excEVADIONE.

Five of the coves, 9, L0, 19, 26 and 20, ace chaitiag-falls, The oty
vikars. As for antiquity the aldest (second century B, C. Inmmmf
[}, the creation of the Hinayan system, are Chailyvas Coves & grg 10, snd
vibgras B, 12 13, and 3. The athers, excavated after a long i""-"-'r"'-"'rhﬂnlu;pp
the fifth and sixth centuries and make the Mahayana serics, In olden limeg g,
cave Bad Mights of steps which led i the pichsresgue siresm fNowing deep doas
throvegh s nameow garge, With the collapee ocave oo imost of these soaps bavg
bean destroyid. Caves 1, 2, 16 and 17 are [ained swaih spatilights, svaitible for
use oo paymisd. Thereuse iseascntial,

The bechnigue employed by the painters i the ancient [ndin bes bom
described in conbémpoeiry worka on Acsthetics. First, a rough plaster af elay,
cowedung and rice-buiks wens lnld upon the selected mok swface ad
thormughdy pressed im. 1t 'made & Baer shout o and hall centimeter @
ihickness On dhis o ooat of fine lime was spreid in ondier bo aitain o smooh
surface, The outlines wers drawm with brush and (e coloue was applied The
pigments el were of the simphest kind of materials such as vellow carf, red
ocher, green ek crsshed fnie bimt dusk brick, lamp hlack ssdcopper pasle A
second was then applicd, Theough this the autlines we dimly wisabli, Cithet
brnushes were nsed 1o Gl in cobour wetll the plena, in the lnguape of ances
Asstherics, “Bloomed™, Finally, plastic rebiel was attained by shoding wil
darker lines and sering down ihe kighlights

The cemtrul themne om the walls comes wmder twe hﬁﬂ"""!“'i"
ﬁ;,nm_u?rﬁtﬁ:ull'ali'ﬁ:miillu-rlra.!iulll:uf.l:ll.'lhall:lbltﬁ-""l"“""" E"TJ:'“""
ol sparituslity an esfine pageand of costempormry 116 has bien vivIidiy
Depicted on thes walls is the partraisure ot anly of the Buikds mduﬂcr
Botbizatves, bl af a wids rasge of hiuman types in differos? attiudes.
the steves o variad emoticos and drawn lram every social level. =
The pumrisgs on the ceiling, unlike those om the walks, ar u';
ecarative pasierm. They inchud geonsetric designs, flom| and umw:.iﬂ
masifs, flying figures of celestial hesngs, animsls, birds, plants, The greiP 8
Panss or compartments, with sdegrate varistion incolour schemss. il
2 Lavel 15 ane of the finest exsenpies of vikar architechure E‘-'DJ"'"; heasty
% = of the fifth contury. The facade is lavishly omamentsd. 55 50
mw by six rchly earved columes on the vermndah. Theirshals %
aritopoi T U akax il e Sk s el 14
na L 19.5 mesre {4 1) square. AnASEE L pein
mmﬂ?“&luﬁmﬂmﬂuﬂﬂiﬁiﬁ"“““‘ i e

&

Tl aar b

mmui-fpmdmﬂm.wmmw e
; ity the oy el sad meving
warkan amminsi of ioabmplais, mrw revicieg, gofing
e barck pow-are e besi). O theps sides thet 5T TS ufnl]lf;uﬂihldﬁ-‘
dmkﬂ'[winjﬂuwkalﬂ#ﬂmﬁﬂﬂm!ﬂ . master
First five dlisciples and oihers. Do ceatral full.:.rq!'d'-r_nuhlm b I.'.'l.l'l-ﬂ'tﬂm .
carving done with peearablo felism; four deor = dl.ﬂ'nrﬂl'pﬁﬂl'l:i v
sagle head which :unmubalcrnn:umtm:_.mﬂnmuﬂmﬂulm
s alsa thepillacs aﬂisuvr}ﬁdnmrwmpfnlcd.rfhdmfﬂn ; peelal
off. bt enouph of great value has survived. This includes  few mu??mur
The paintisgs mam ilastrate Jataka, siories. A typiesl ont, &l

the mmp:nnwrn,hm hlyﬂnnhnﬁedwlmfitihﬂklﬂwmmf“::
pigean, chased by 4 hawk, sought e protection of F.!r-g Sibi, -
Bodhisatva The havk came s pursuit and demended its lawfidl prey. ';-5‘
Silst steuck bangaln to save |M1iﬁhH:ﬂ'ﬁﬂg.H¢FwIEhﬁiﬂmﬂ_ th:l
hisown fledh egpal do the bisd s weight mmunumnhm;in;khfc 5
fextreme |eft) and beyond a pavilion the king ssands by a pair ;_Itﬂl{h#
The side-walls of the antschamber presoni remasketds EL:EH g
Baddla's Tife in lape-scale compeaitions, The one af £ 3 M‘Mmﬂin
encienent whwen Guulsm, ot the end of seven years of Socking, was
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Mara had o, L -
“Whenever ymg Ry
hl!l]lmﬂnuﬂu"hm‘:
For sevem years, Mup jg
fallorweed Gautam | g
shodow  and wag i
Appuared ihat thy supregy
TIMCH - Was e, bas,
in a4rm made one o
B, Hie Jet Bose the fore
el weduction, his awg
beautiful dsughies
disporiing themselves
Eetfiune e maetic,

Akl gt w1 Boaffuiiarea Medupasi
Tk compasiton om the right wall is the *Miracke of Smvasu®, H

- Here e

HuckBha has burned hissel {0 hundneds of Buddkas in different attinades.
The weall of the back corridor, 1o the Jeft and right of the amte-clomixr,
eontains twe majestic Bodhistvas which are among the Ajint maskerpices.
E ne fo dhe |=|?| iz Fadmapani. His eyes s (owersd mediznively : his fae
s deptis of spirituad calm bom of compassion foe ) livimg ferms. This gt

Buodhi hes [fascinsted the art-critics of many counmes, Eeside B
; Llnunm"mhu:h”' wtiractive wife, o dark beaury whe had featwred ofn i

ip.n . bz, The beft cormer alihe compositean has divine [ genei 2
B¢ right, monkeysand pescodhs sre seen joyas-fkic,

"ﬂ,.1II= ber Bodhisattvas, Vajepasi, is richly Bejewellad He lestt
E;Emlcb L e :jmmd““- A ling odfers hlm Mowers. A the ot t:{
h'l!l-ﬂtl':h‘.iﬂl:l":::l.l.'s. SRR largely _pn::.:w.ed' T the delicacy

Cove I b5 somewhat alike | jovel¥
Fainted cxili & in plam to Cave 1. The werandah has 2
mh?ﬂ“ _d"“": the excellent murals, ginc an the left wallof e B
ik panele 1 o ramstizes the [ogemd of the Buddha's birth wilt 25
the Heavens, Hy b ove the cell door the Bodhisattya s 5000 10 G0
and niw tat by '|l‘h—lll:"l:l""l“’m"'i‘]11"‘3"“-5-|1 a.cycleafhirth and rehirs 0 pris

: mi“h.nmh.h"""""}hﬂh}mfmﬂuuu:imhrﬂlxﬁdﬂPW"M
P 1510 be & place in Indéa close bo the Himakeyan 8

(acen Miya 1o
pdaga heas & srEEEE

e —

ez him mtheT.
Aream [hesiom b8 panel this is badly damaged], while

b sloeps in Bar bed chambor, 5 white clrphast with six fusks enlers her body.
. speaks to her hushand sbout thee dreasm {ihe Lot paned above),

Wondeing, s

The E.r.lhmnm.bﬂ_lhr. r:-:.]:ll
right). Their predistme =
v
s 3 el e

weirithd Leocninz a Pk, Maya, an
gwhile 2 the Lumbing garden el

marks ol greatmess oo hid
h ol monanchs ; bl if e eno

ot are invited ininkberpest s meaning (paned 1o the
fhat the (uesn s abowt 1o bear a snn with all the
person. [ acoepts a princely sole, he will
ureeiad the venrid for the msoetic lifiz, h
heer Father's place with ber ladies.in-wailing,
Biere the paing of childhir® cosre upos

|. The row bom child walks sevem

o The maliwity takes placs{lower pans
b moves oo kirg of the pods, holds an wnbrelia over

; ool lodus bl
s hesd Al e Beped
gatain the highest elezse™,

all reavnl Beings ™ And Fa

On the mghiwell of
Fpﬁ.ﬁnﬂllmi! reciagnized

hand., @hont fo punish a woman fraor

beggieg for mercy. Her ol
aueve of her sbendior Body,

i whohe [mdrm,
mﬂmrwﬂdtﬁﬂwﬂsm&uwhu}tﬂ shall

Az hewalks southward be siys, 1 shalll be the st ol

I, 1 skl | croes the dcean pfenistenze’,

{he froat corridor m paisting in a bad stale of
a5 0 saperh plece of wiek. [Eshowsa lang, swardin
g reasoa. The wosmn ks on her mes,
titude s Pall of paghas © there = pleading in every

gracefully rendered : the fgures e eloguent | the
clothes are dishewedled,

| huddied on the foar. Hers
f= & picturs rich in feclmg
ond wigh great beauty of
farm. The chapeles on eack
side of ihe ante-chamber
have good musals. Theone
iy the right hes Femals
figures wivich have been
pompared by an eciliog
like Axel lagl fo
Beatcelli's “Primavesa”,
M less remarkahle ano the
geiling decorations. Thise
i thee antechamber and the
shring ane parbaps the besl.
O of the coilisg-penuls
shaws B essiom of
twenty=lhree EEEES
pesscheped wich great skill.
Cave 4 = the larnges
yikora 2t Ajania. The
decoeaed main entrande
lencds o @ bl wich beenty-
gighi pillars. To the right of

At cop ma, 1: 500 AT | Larerariew gf thy King

e door i fhe caraing af 8
7
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e e

podhisativa e whom deviless e praying fer defiverance froem the ¢ight fears.
The Eigures in fiches and deor jambs a6z full of good scalptural detl. A man
s @ WeOman aie n-:n_ﬁ:."iﬂufmm a tiad elephant. A woeran leind sgain @
prurk with s playfal squirrel. A man luresd by 3 emptress looks belpless snd lost,
Cave 5 Afber ascendinf poome 5167 there ane Shal Bhanjdays on both
| cades o Lhe entrance gaie.
| Cave b 15 fw0 sinpeved, e only vhara of fis kind. The inBomee of
mmng:_grcmﬂmur\tiﬂ:ﬂﬂhﬂ_"' suggesied There are sumercas Boddha gure
i varled studist-

Cave? ﬂr&ph-l'tiﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ'l‘li"m{lhhii-ﬂlﬂ aire nf different alyle

Cave dheere |samangementof electriciny n this G

Cave® o chaie-hall, is aasigred 1 the first conhury B. C. Hrre ars many
s aind matils Enoie eppryday Bl | for insteses, the friese of besdamen
purzing afer califes, The row of austre Fudda figures on the columnis, e soese
o (b walls gt the bk, the fragments oof puinfing over & window - thess ypical
exsmples ol Hinmpenaant stinds in contres o ity of bty bomes.

Cave 18 alas is = prayer-hall and similas o cove 9, thoagh il 1 much
larper. AR ErseripEs on g frunl indicales i doteas an serly decade ol second
cermury [, 7, this isghe oldes of B oy, and possdity thoemliest of ol the
Ajemta g acavations. OFspreial mderes Br ther prarrgiles of the ancien | peinting.
The helt wall upprsise the thind pilkar shoss a poyal personzge with o retmse of
sokdicrs, dirwess and musicians, The dresses, jewellery and coiffiures. of thae
remote pistod add o the iniorost of these picures, even though are saeiewhat
|:|'|:r~,-l;|||'|.'|||1:|= |a:|'rrhl.1rl.|¢rlﬂ!it.

Cave 11 Uy Few palntiogs are el in s cave

At can na, 17 The fTying Apsovr q
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Cave 12 The ey

irles o Bhe cive are iy

fior Buddhis: -*'“imswﬁp‘f:f"
made of stone ape 5) .
Give. AN I Ity

Cave 13 Thiscmve
[mdian Atol|a¢g|uﬁ::1
Crepartment as thwtir sign:

Cave 16 This paip,
cammsnds a Bl yigw of (e
river. Dwwen e shope, ke
entrance gt is carved wiih gy
eluphant om cither sie. Hira ihe
Srrway kddinge o the river has
sy ed i pant, Thiscould ke
been 1 omigingd spproach 10 kg
I.EI1.I.;'|||,:1.

The ar¢hisectumi hﬂ.ll!.' af
this cave temple makes it oo of
the encet siriking in ke senes, Az
insergtion om the let end wall
sl B serandsh phis @

Ax P of Bl i Senciacw hisicey ; & Ministyr of ﬁu?n-:ll
et hiad i cncavated o 8 gt for the "best o jeectics™, The datie s brie sxh
ceacury. The werandah has ectagonal columns. Thi roafof the froataisle camies
;5 verioier of beass and rafiers, an imisytion of womlen construction <8 4
m-E The squars windows fur lighting the hall and the Budili sage ke an

lecviral Benture, Mot memy ol te padstings have survived,

The nathvity siory starsed in Cave 2, is contimeed here in number of pascdson
the cight wall Yolng Gautima goes o school e prasines archery, Me fm‘*
"m}’ﬂh:‘-ﬂ*"i'?m'fﬂ andithe: wight of the tined tofers in the fivks sl Bie beoding
— "'E'I o i s first meditation sbout lfie's realitics, A the cureme rightel
mf;" £t 15 Maya Cstitam s incther, st agleop, and the creules pavikied

_I_l:bhi:hm:':"lmnkmrdm\mlﬂ.ﬂ-; strange dzam

L Edrdempigon in this save i B palnisg next fo (e oo plasserof ihe left
W L §

t:: E":rfl-f Uhe Diving Frincess”. Thern is agony in the dmaping, sighiles
IﬂmldirdahE:]“ “"E":!':'" of fsgers, the farewell pesnres. The emialod cfif
i © 8 princeys B will capressed in their faces and actinndos
bt '5F"":E‘]hm'hh-'ﬁimdui_lh:I:rmlu,.:n-h:mdni[uI.H'Ihfﬁ""l"E"ﬁ
.}ﬁmhmhu - Wt €1l his palace and gave himeelf 1o momstic e )
o beling es sieey, ;:“ : r“"'"!?ﬁ"'ll-hf a0d sentimsent aid the pniiakable "':i
arl, The Floeeistines I:::I:;T- | sonsider, i :he-;mpussnd it dhe Hlﬂ'::'?w
Cohorar, bl Beifisr oy g e put betier drawing and e TR

1o Ve thrown preater expression i iU,

Hinyen Yihar, uml pg ﬂ“:"l'-‘rm

Ee AL D

& Alinle odie A 5 A Ae af M e
Apmidy i s X Thr Y sad) seare evw schalery v
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Cave 17 i in liz design very mach Bke Cave 16, and belong bty
ot it has i addition an anie-chamber, 1S entrance, with the decorative po
and e Female figures smbelishing the comer projections, is T
*n thing al supreme artistic yalue”, Thid cave ingple bas the lirpes Switnber o
paintings in good condition and they inchide several oulstanding ores. Mucay
decorate the walts and ceilings of the portics and the walle of the graar by M;
gerridors, (nthe proticos's lefi wall, thene 3 the = Wieel of Life” depicting i
in its different phases. This Wheel & il o livieg gymbal Tibetan
monasterizs. The sdjoining wall s an inlenase posiumn ina pless pavilios - e
prinee bedds puta cup of wine 1 his wifiz. Then the two proceed sa g city gt
These is a larpe grouging of mamy husan typis, The flying randharnygs and
s are fascamaling in their geveitnve Bines amed theirimic purity form

A srraral oo the porticn's right wall llustraies tee subjugation ofa charging
elephant, vae of fhe cight great mimaches: altwbulod 1 e Baddea, Divadariy,
e Buddha s jealous cousan, misds thice stiempizca the Gl One's il When
the first two Gailied, he set e enreged elephant agaiost the Maseer. The brasgas it
came charpiag, siopped and proerated sellin sebmision, Inzide the e, b
fromi corrsdar, lefit, presests o famous Jataka siory. ““The Bedbizaim o mace
boen 80 the Himalayan region 25 an elephast, the chiel of a heed of eight
ghosead. He bad rwo wives and happascd o offend one of thene Wity the
poanyer 1o be pebom os ® frir enatden and 10 become the queen of Bamns
{Varanazi), zo that shis couhd avenpe herself, e pined sway and died. Herwish
was FolGlled Bn ber positicn of power, she commissioncd a hunier e hang o
B the tusks of the chiofof i herd. The huner having hit the clephast with a
paisond armw, sensggled in vain 1o saw off e huges weks, The Bodhisittva
himself then came o the hunter s fid, plling off his neds and ofTering duee as
& gift tav il queen. A right of thern the queen wis sereck with remorss and disd

beart-break™, The thume of seif-sicrifice recurs ofton in theee lataka pictures.
ez fhal covers 5 greas a gari of the leftwall is based on the same iden aed itats
depicts a figure of great erusity, The siory goes that 2 “the Brdhisattava, hom i
price Visvaniare, had a craving fo give in-charily whatever be posessed Whm
e had paried with the Seate elephint, who bad the magisal power to Bring it
the people of the kingdam Torced him into exdle. With him in the chano werk
his wife and rwo litile children. O his way he made s gifiof charioland heeses
Nt they had b g on ot Wik another supplicant appeared and e for
the children, B prince pave them away s well”. The painting which prescats
this theme is hadly preserved | but the supplicent's intntion depmving
eibed pringe o lied trémvres makes asiriking podrEval.

A larpe composition oo fhe right wall | recemized a5 & grel “"ﬂ'l_:_"fﬁ
The story Fecoents Prince Sidals comjuest of Ceylon, “Shiperecked. Simikal
with his five husdred tmecchants was cast sshoe on on itlnd of pegresses 452
moticed them in the guise afteauifid wossan, Hwell, amid the rrvelky, Simhals
sereed danger and garthwith sy his escape an the back of a Tyng whiie bor=*
wmwuihmumu.cmeu{&uwminﬂmmﬂ“mﬂ

| ¥

ﬂmﬁfmnﬂﬁhw
13

Kowns hapirimst itk polabing af st saves, Alaie 5

Scanned by CamScanner



Gapphala's homeland. He tsmed her and wy,

;ﬂ_ Cimibala rese 30 dhe oepsatd He chizod oy ﬁ?ﬂnb

tion 8o the enchanted islan vehere bis mon bad e
and then liad an expedinizn &2 b ot
;_-mmh?u'-'-'ﬂh"'ﬂb: Wit htﬂl:lﬂ'lll.'lh: ieng ot the skl ﬂﬂ'mﬂmlﬂ.
this painsing treat pealistically @ line of boats ashore, a ‘=|IE'!I1|n,g Poup o
el o of clepbamts ad Fmally the cesmation Th'-‘r'ﬂilliru_ﬁ-‘
sl of it “rgn_m weorth far the E".h-l.'mbh’ ul".1||¢ grifidiose "'T""P‘:":Ill:l'ln"_ The
|'I.i|h!¢|' nead & this warral Teia an alfmiclive ikt ®oeme .II| which g ¥y, g
iy Imm|d¢"mnﬁh|whﬁlua.nd beautifies b pas| |

The back wall of ke anfi-chamber cont@ng the excellen “Muothor g
Child bediee Budha®. The Wefas e ' petarn B Ins pakies doar, g h.:-ggi_-g_hh ™
Bt harsd. The habyw by he had Telh o8 mosw seven yoear old, at hig b
Bk, Young Rahol Bags ol the Buddia Bes npghiful inbeninnee as o
Blavall werie i ils caguisie sonlimenl o i comparahle with the vyl
madonnas ol Glovani Bohiin™ Lawrence Bimyon callod ehis picgons - “0pe of
{he micet mforgenable 'hi"-F‘: in Agania”, Sdafirey et “1i0 pgiure Al b
mone el oumadly i s In grandeur s infeadernes”,

Cave 18 the s engof the sallest civeand wger tink e kepl over bere.

Cave 19 2 chafpr-hall of Be Lus Mahoyan perioad, s sn ooquisiichy
carvind Bacadde with many large Bucdha figunes in il Thi grial arched window
ackds io i gramdeur. Bolilly comce ived al supertey cvevucd in i Joail, i
d'qul B “E.J.rlkd mong of i bt exaigdlics of Baabillng ad. Weh jis lrge
number of sione figures it bos apdly been calked, “rthe soulplrs”s measune che

Cave 20 miae a good apchiiegiueal sapdy, The ight of skepa hem
terv o carved halustrade, The verandah pillars Bave eapesals =culprores with
altrsclive [omale shudies

Cwve 21 This cave 14 ghown as Audierce hall ond atiractive sculpiunes s
showa inVerrandah with some good pasecings.

Cave 24 is the second lispest of thess cxcavations, and the cave Gould have
st one of he mos inpresaive in the serics, if oompdeind, The brockel capials
of ik virandsh oo lisitied and dhe lingel of the doar 'l‘:ll\.-;hl_'.llllll"all'ql,lln.'s.

:':“"'-'I'i' 2 afmnst s eroneded with sculplore os Cave 19, Dt this claniye-
w“hﬂﬂ-ﬁmm-ﬁfﬂluniusm reclining Hudidhs figure ... representisg
Parindvens .. in & grouping of kings ssd queces and monks, The same wall
presents a relied of “The Temgaation of the Buddhz™, A theme soen in mursl s
E:I“! 1-0m the left i Mara st o on chephant amf assapiing {igstam wilh
hudﬂ."m forces, Ontieright is Maee's retreat. b the foeegrounil his daghee
breirying o bemgd the Gireal Ascerie
En.::;rr;mh = II-I-!I_Fur the mfermanga of Tosnsts that froen cave oo e ]

M.. ennalol inlerest, Someof thom ars incompleie.

VIS caves ary closs on Monday. Emtry fiee is Rs, 105 per person fr
Indliares & LS5 10 fisr Fore i pm fow piet. light charge ts exira,

14
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Eferat care e £6= The s gavar s "Kaéesd Traqelr, o proasval mlew of 1y st g

Coves of Ellors sre twesty eight kilometres [ |8 miles) from
Aurnngebad The road passes by the base of the Db font.

The Cave Temples of Ellara, are the product of theee nelighns
sywlums-Buddhizm, Brahmanism, and Jainsm containing ¢labarale
carvings of pods and poddesses and remarkable mensarials of the three
great faithethiy repeesent

Esich gysiven had its individual style of architecture and Ellora presmls
e vamind s1yles gide by e, The seulpsoral wotk, too, reveals the |'.I.|l|1|-1 al
Gantrast. The excavations on 4 slopamg kil-side are sproad sier an area, flmm
narth io south, of aboul pas kilometres, Caves | ta 12, making the socthem
series, nre Backihist. The nexi sivieen befécrs 1 Brahmanizm, Caves, 3034
are:in the-Jain group. The Buddhis caves are the carliss { 500-700 A0

; The tasi-parking ground faces Cave B4, n the Bralmanical scries i
Wisilocs are apd b0 maks (hds their stning point. However, it is idviibls &
walk down south, begin with Cave I amd procesd in the right sequemce
Hawiog seen the southern and the midde series, it is best o rediim to the CX1
and take itone and lﬁll‘lil-:unalrm up the road 1o anaihes pari ol ke il =iz

]

where the Iain caves are sibmied,
Those caves which may well b
igmared have besn omitted from
this accouml, P.I'I:'!.'lﬂﬂ. the rI:II:II-t
notable ones are Cave 5, 10, ;I,_'i-.
16,21, 2% and 52,
Hudalivist Exemarions

Cave 1 is possibly the éarliest
exevation af Ellom. |t ix a plain
vifera willheight cells,

Cave 1 which looks like 2
chairva-hall, hes rwelve massve
columns wich ¢ushion capaials io
support the rood. The lon-lromne
that halds the buge Buddha image
i o symhol of e royal s,
denoting & changed sttitude in the
jprest ascetic’s preschlation. The
gallerizs, however, have Buddha
figares sealed on lofeses in the
traditionsl pastare of a preacher,
Emacairent 10 (sl mih i ks in sfupd There are several Hodhisattaas.

Cave 35 mol uslie the preceding ong and has s chapel & the portica's
e, The [ o hhi:hﬁﬂhﬁmﬂdhmwmh}'ﬂlﬂlﬁmuﬂm
pikike=heads.

Cave & the bargest inthis scries, i vighra, 35,66 metre by |7 metres
(117 ft, by 56 ft.), and has in sddition two side recesses, Twenty Tous
pillarms kol mood. The Eneerior seems o imdscate that it was uged githerasa
reom for guests or as o ¢losseoom for moviciates, There is the usual
Budstho kmage in nchapel,

Cave b is mamly notable for its ame-chamber which has severl
Interesting sculprures. These inchade fgures from Buddhist ﬁ:&_lmtl.ﬂ.u.
mmexpected Insovation i3 e figare of the Hindy goddess of Jeaming,
Surazwati = wel ko in India today in the same represcntatom.

Cuves MNa, 7,8, Dase ot worth sseing.

Cave 10 is the anly propes chaipra-hall at Ellora. The ficade richly
decorated, has the semblanes of masoncy wark, A panch sanmauried by 2
gallery ismide the chapel. The carved roef, again, brings to mind the tmber
womstnuctions of the tme. Above the pillars there are Ggures 1o base-relied.
This cave: semple is dedicated to Vishwarkanma, the architecs of the gods
st the patron ssint of many Indian anisams even today ~ but havsg no

17
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comnectkon wilk ihe Buddhist
pamtheon. This commingling of
comcepts, which the Mabavana
syssemn inleiated, mesulted fisally in
ihe ghsception of Buddhism in the
carmeid of Hisdu thought and ks
virtpal extinesion in the tend of k3
bisth, A stasrcase leads to a large
pillared coistt and to 5 gallery with
# ri|ed koo,

Caves 1L and 12 ars by Tl the
sl nporiant in ghis groap. They
are large, threc siorey simucbores
alike [ design md represent the
peak of the ewlisr style at Elloma,
Cave 12 is the bigger of the bwo and
maobe imperessive. Enown &8 Teen
Thal, it is fisced by am open courd
amd ope entres the manesiery
through & mckhewn galeway, The
facads, nearly 1524 metre {5000L)

e S | il [Aaiz in auun::-lmkilng. s
Flwnanre s Jik Bk o ugs vl FTTRRTITL Ehfﬁ:ug.mﬂ]'hmc E‘r:rilﬂ”':r“ﬂ;
srey s 35 mstres by 13,10 metres (105 i, by 43 fL). Three rows of pillars
dicide 1 it asles. The karge hall in the satond storey 35 meare by 2033
et s 365 meered |15 L by 70 1k.)and 12 6. high, is divided Hkewise by
Fapty syuane pillars inga five pisles. The mienors matki 2 riking comirast o
s wrbevaraezd faemdir, for the hall in each foor has galleries, Amesg dr
Buses: Flokila fhpures, the oo in the shring, anms folded and the fsce deeply
medn Aty e, o enands airendioe.
Hrahmarmivy! Exeaiarans

The Bralivnnicnol series, excaviied hetween the geventh BI"IIJ- minlh
centurbes ane plingpses of 3 world apart from the chaiiya-hally and
vikuray. The Faniliar Buddhas and Bodhisstivas are gone. The molif
arg sl as religions ns in Boddhiss act, but the riepfesentations ke olher
forms, Tl Brohmanical religion in Todis was based & the outseton the
EOncepy ol e Eul:"h_"."l_‘ |_|.;||'.J_l But in 'Ial-.:r-.||.;¢'i-. thve "L fa-Eoroe Toum
dramatic expression in symbolical figures and the affshoot wes @ great
Hindu panthean nroued which grew a vast, richnegs af mythology. The
imngination and poetey of Uhe new concepls was reflected i ast which
atained amew visual grace and power,

I8 & good s rensernber thil 1he Brahmanss revival which produced this
19
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groupaf Ellara Caves ander moyal patronage had nathing in itof iniskerance
pEmst the Buddhisl system fought eatirely in ihe misllecnml arena, “The
e {sncred duty) of 2 Hindu king s defesder of the faith was i give
pr!.'t-:-:h-:m 1o &l pedipioes devotees, mnd few ol fem fulad @ char duty in
thiz respect. I woald bave been a flagrass cutmes upon the Isdo-Arvan
seose of rayal jusisce for king bo stiempt o conirovet my B of refigious
argument excepl by the weapoa of logie used in the deheting hall ™

Cave 14 serves &3 an intepduction o the new order. In the first panel o
1|I¢_|-HI Mhere & Durga the mather godidess, whose waorssip forms a grest
ndicnal festival in India. The thind plan pans] bas Vishnu, cowolihe Hindu
trind {Creatar, Preserver, and Deproyerh, Thi shrine olds the gedidoss of
wealth, Lakshimi, who is the wife of Vs, The righs wall |5 dedicansd s
Shiva and several gadideses, pmong whom is Shiva’s wife, Parvatl, whe
will be Frequenily sezn in the other caves.

Cove 15 |5 ekl alter a lomg clinvb-over stepa which lead io o carved
prie. Dowble=siorged, it e o coartyard with several small shrines and
chamibers for the residenes of the tensple pricsts, There i Bile b sie m the
apsgooma hall of the pround fboor, In the upper hall, the vestibules on wo
walls comein relicfs carved wiih
greal delics:y, TheArhasiogal
Deparimesd has givensame-plaies
I theso pancls. Motable smong
them e several depictions ol
Shiva - eight-armed, warlike,
glaving a demun; decing the
dpaio vy, dance of desirociio; nea
hoewrely mand, plaving dice with
Parvada | riglég cal ol his
gymbolical Tepreseniaion, 1ha
ffgem @ destroning Triplra,
terrible demon-Eing who
challenpad the might of the pods
aid  imed o wke Heawen Ty
nssaull

Theshrine holds the presadmg
deaty of the lemple the o gas, and
facing i in the cesne s e b the
Bull {Mandil, who is Shiva’s
meninl dsd an inevitshle feature in
all Shiva shrines,

Cave 16 colboulad as the
Kailaska. Shiva's icentadn abols,
is by far best of &l Ellom

Elrr sowe w0, T A ey from fain oo
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excavations and it iz one of Indiz's most fameus monumests. Here i ook
il architecture al the apex of tecknical sidil of eighth snd garly ping
centuries. Reparded 2 the greatest medchilic struciure in the
Kailash comvbines immensity with grace, enengy and supers genis )1
comcepeion and planeing nre maschad by the jowel-dike execution. Hundre
of archdtests and sculpiures creaved dhis grandeur oul of living rock in g
insgiired period ofthe cowsdry's an hisiary,

"It s estimared chan the sk ol quasmying ic 5, 00000 cubic feeq of
rock st have oocupied a2 least onehundred yesrns™ Azane of the earliey
Eumopean wisiors remeris, "It s 2 wonder to se2e so greal 2 mass in the ajr
which seems o shersderly under-dropped that one could hanfly forbeis 1o
shiudder on first ontering it™. There is no nobler schisvement of Indian
urchitects and scullptors, asd no greater mareel of Isdian sculpnine. Thas
and the superh scalpsirs: of Elephantn Casea{in Bombay hwhich regisher
the conzumendticn of the zama dévlé, arethe offermps alhe Rahirzh ulas,
wha suceeeded the Chalukyes in Wesiern Decoam in 753 A D The
Kailasha Templz itself wes consiracsed by king Kinkshna 1, of the
Rashrraku dynisry in 76A T

The wark bepan a1 the chiff op A rectengular trench wis el
diremward infe the reck deptis, Some three million cubic fes of rock seem
bo have been clécelled o s ihala greal pilwae Baisad, 3161 mctne deep,
JU.02 moeane oy, sl 4692 mactee wide | 107 [, deop, 276 0. lang, aml 154
1. wide], The enormous Mok left ol the centre was then chiselled though
decades of finwe in the familizr shape of 0 Shiva 1emple, as sompless in
iletmil as the brick and moror stnacieses, 19 was doibde-stsnped, 4572
nsetee by ALK enetre (150 13, Ty TORD (0D an i basee, with seseral ancillany
Femitemes addied Bater

Whilzihe bemple grew om of the shaging of the reat s of moecdith
detnched fromn the ridgr: By 1 sifopid iria mound. (B scalplors wen
sy simuiansously, adifmg  profuse omameniaieon, achicving a
wanderful compesilion. The entire archiicchare b5, inlier, & gigamic
sculphaml piece. The spacious count bas three buiddinps eoomeeted hy an
overtend bridge. The mainiemple kas a 76 20 metred 25 0.0 high plirgh, the
dides of which arg dong inta bald frieees of lifessize eleplions The hups
brasts serm astrin with the grest burden afthe temple on tharhacks

The noafl is pyraraidal Bavivg & (Beve-toer sower and & projecting gable-
feant. Thene i & cupela on top. From the outer coun™s extreme right-hznd
porner, & pandranis view althe edilice brings v the mainoutlines

The sorthemn court is festurad by o buge elephant which has Jost ilg
trunk, sed alee a Wictory Pillar. Pustber up, & gallery of va b panels offes
plastic senderings of Bhiva legends. Mest of them depict the god with

22
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Close 1o this gallery is a
wuliplan: masterpiccs Knowe os
“movana chaking Koilasha™.
Ravasia, & central fipure in 1he
great cpic Romayana, stepped
ussder Kol lasha and iried 1o Lift the
mousinim abaile cn his head 2= an
exhdbdtion of hi grest sirengih,
By way of an answer, Shiva
simaply pul his fool down on 1be
Nicr amd wmdder the enprmous
pressars enerted, Kovana hecome
helplessly trapped. The depiclion
shows  Parvsis elismpiie o her
husband, sn olarmed mad
flight. snd afiendants sented
urmiciiurbed with Tull faith in the
Lord o Kailasha

Smveral other halls cootaing
work of considerable value

oy

Parveli. The pancle that contimes
in the easiern gallery reveal the god

:
A Tl
5o

inother sitbfudes, I
The sdjnkzing wall makss the

soullicm gallery. Here, Wishnu
peossdes o varistion. He is, for
igtance, seen in the Man-lion
incarnation [Narsinghavtarh
tearing with kis claws the body of a
dermon king. The demon kking was
blgssed with o boon from the
Createf which made him
imvubrgrable 1o any one in human
or anigal o, Drunk with power,
with none 0 challengs his mighs
for the pods alsn were boman in
their image, he became am
intmlerable tyrant, Vishmm solved
the probdem of his desiruction by
asincking his in the Form of a man-
licm, nesithes hnman ec animal,

s
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Elrib_w'qwm todn| et The mavin hall omthe first floor s
mﬂ.ﬂﬂnwmlﬂmhﬂuiumﬂmdb:nmfﬂm.

The t=mple is fuced by o pavilion, 15.24 metre (30 11} high and Lo
with 1he main stnseture to which it is connecied. This pjilim, g.:::!;:
mesdre | 1) IL]) square : is the sbode of Mandi. 00 each zide of the Mandj
shrimee i & pillar, & sone ond “Magsinif™abaut | 5,54 metre (31 1) hiigh
with fimuly wrought carvings of Skiva cult, These 1w pillars siro amoag
the beet work ofzriin Kgilasha. The only nther temples of interest in ghic
Brahmanical seriesare Caves 2§ and 29,

Lave 17 The pillars of this cave are buge and in the interior Gl
¥ireh, there is Shiv Ling and the imeges of Brahmma, Vishau, Ganesh and
Muhishn Susmandni.

Cave 18 Thens are fourpiitars and Shiv Lirg in the interior Gisbh Greh,
Cave 19 Thizcave contains Shiv Ling in the Garbl Geeh,

Cave 20 After sscending some sieps there are Buge ienages of (ase
Keepers and Gate Kecperesses. [mierior Garbh Greh containg Shiv Ling
aited the images of Lord Ganesh and Mahisha Surmardis pre worth seing.

Cave I1 has on agtrecelve ficade. In froot of i is Mendion the wsus)
raised platlorii, Close by are the figures of the river gaddeases, Ganga aind
Yismma. Gangn (gangesh g and beatiful, stands on her crocodile nouet
The fine brackeds of the pillars have female figuees with filiage sbove them
end loguses underfiood, Inside the chamber, Farvati®s marriage so Shiva isset
i g panel filling almost an engire woll, Tiere (5 8 secoed chamber with
several pameds,

o cave ma. i A o of Gk piashiag ) w e Elpaivanie shormerinp seiler

28

o w———

Efi ey v T8 dvadvvrsabdhr () el sl (L Fader oy iy
Cave 22 The localname is NEEL KANTH and manver.
Cave 23 and 24 are ondy Garkh Grehs.

Cove 13 Thisiza huge cive snd inlerior conlains & standing mnage of Sus
God in o Reth {Charot),which contans seven horses, Tha chariot is baing
drivem by Arun and Usha and Pratashn ere adormed w@h bows (Dismss
Vans)h

CaveThthizisacopy o cave 2.

Cove 27 1his cave comiains the mages of
Haldhar Dalram, Shii Krishma, Shej Shas
Wishari, Visrih Awiars snd Miadisha-Surmandsi, ||

Cove 2% There is an empty small room in
thiz eave and the water fall runs valy far six.
seven montks

Cuve 9 |5 & massive sirochure, 45.7F metre
wide arad 3.4 metre bigh (150 it end 18 £
Mespectivilyl It bas & group of halls Baili in e
form of crons, Unlike the other Ellor iemmples it
has thees: separmie: ntrmnces, with wide columns, |§
and & pair of stang ons crouching near the dight
OF s0ps - fsones gand the entramcs of mamy Hindu
lemples, Everything here @ colossmal The
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wﬂ_ﬂgmkm by g Shiva widh eight amss, It jg 5
powestul, depiczion of the o eonssived as the Terrible Annther colossad Shivy
in e portica dunces in desinactive facy, A beautifl Yamune, river poddess,
s omiside
Jais Esravmliogs

Mo ibeam a kilometne away athe noribennspur of the ridge, there are
the Jnin excevations {30 1o 34}, Jxinism was founded i the sivh ceotury
before Chiiss, st the seme time as Buddhism, though its &aely bl‘alﬂﬂlnu-:.
gohack & Tusther Tew hussdned gears. s stll a living fnith among cetain
soctions of the prople. Thesy sacavati cas belong to ke period between the
mimih snd sleventh centuries. The visloor may condise his ancnlion w
Cave 3T and I4ondy,

Cave 30 This cove being ko the cave Neo, [ called "Chofa Eailash”.
Pillars and eeilings are sdomed with carved Sl fowers. These mme
images around e image of Lord Mahavica

Cave 31 These are images ol Jiln Losds {Teerthankarash,

Cave 32 is known as Indre Sabla, Asscmbdy Holl of Indes, king of te
gods, The entronce has a slos clephans ard 2 %.14 metre (30 fL) column
remimiscenlof Kailasha. Class by i3 n decoraiive sheine, 15 ceiling carved
it the symbolic Ioves, This hes o figans of Mohavira, the “lounder™of the
Faith. Makavira who howgser, was anly the pwenty fousth and leit of the
saimis (Hrthankares) in Jain religions licere. (3 Fihe sz, ghe twendy Ehind ea the
list, Parnsmath, seumms oo bave heem the Fiest historical peesonage - he lived
probably over T wears before the birth el the Christ. He 1t s#en inthe
ehamber ar thi lefi, guanled by the serpent kisg, in & famaliar grouples of
e azed Fernale attendants In tbis ehamber. Mahavira is seated pron bon
throne. A grest Jain saim is engaged in herd penance, ahlivicas of ks
prrraumdings

The igper-storey hiss a werandeh and abighallwith ducoretive pillars,
fvmay bonotsd that while Prin imeges have apredliar heaviness, the pillas
and walls of the caves carry omamenial werk of great delicacy, almest ke
the carving on ivory. “Mo other temple ot Ellera i so complets in s
arrangensent or g finkshed in il workmanship as e pper-storey of the
Indra-Sabha™,

Cave 34 b best resched from Tmdra Sabba by o communsbing
passagi with rock-hewn door &t the left of the western shrive. It has of
cowrse, @ separate entrance ag well, witk o finely earved anch The Figgueed
are agabn of the Fxinsaings and i anendanss, Somoof (b hestos amples
ol Jaim sewlpeure are lo be seen bers i e docorated pdllars and recesses in
tha walls. Ench Monday Ellore caves remais closs and eniry feeis Bs. 1
peor peTsai for Indians & IS8 10 for foreign tourisy

30
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werandah near the entmmon is dominated by huge Shiva with sight amms, Tt g
Pl depiction of the god concenved s the Temible. Another colissal Shiv,
in the poiticy demoes i dessuctive Ty, A beoutifl Yamima, river poddes,
wmils pubside,

daln Excavations

Blore than a kilormetre sway stdhe nomthern spur afthe ridge, there Bk
the Jain excavations {30 1o 34), Jainisn was founded in the sixth cenbary
bafore Chirist, ot the same iime a5 Buddhism, though i sasty I:Il:'ginnlna_a
& back & fiarther few humdred wears. [ is still a living fxith among cerisg
seclions of the people. These excavations BHongio thee periad Bereieen the
nimik gmd eleventh cenfugies, The visitor may eonline kis atlention to
Caves 3Tand 34 only.

Cave 30 This cave belag e the cave o, Léiscalied *Chot Kailssh®.
Fillars and ceilings are sdorned wilh cupved lotus Nowers. There are
images around the imoge of Lond Mehavira.

Cave M There zre images of Bxin Londs [ Teerthankaras)

Cave 32 iz keown 58 Indra Sabka, Assembly Hall of Indra, king afthe
pods. The entrapce has a stong slephang asd & 9.1 4 meire 240 0.} column
reminkscent of Kailashe. Close by is 8 decorative shrine, s ceiling carved
indo e symbsalic lotus. Thes ks s figere af Mohovira, the “foander” of the
Falify, Mahavim who bowever, was only the twenly [ourh ang last of the
zaimi= (tirthankaras}in Fain religions lore. Ofthese, the iwonty third on tha
list, Parnsnath, seems o hove Been the (i hastarical persosage - he lived
profshly over Y0 yeoars Bedore the birth of the ChrsL He i3 scen in tee
chamber at the lefl, geardad by the serpest king, In o faniliar grouping of
male and Female sttendanis. In this chamber, Mahavirs i3 seated on a8 lion
threme. A presl lnis gaint 45 enpeped in hard penance, obliviows of his
aurroundings.

The upper-storey has a vesamdeh and a kg kall with decemtive pillass
11 may b paledihat while sin images bave a peculior heavinuss, the pillars
and walls of the caves carry ornamental work ol grest delicacy, olmosd like
the carvang an ivory, “No ocher iemple 21 Elloma 5 so complene toils
arrangement or g0 finislied is i worknanship as the upper-storzy alhe
Iedra-Sakha™,

Cavi 34 i5 best resched fromn Iedra Sabha by o commumicstizg
passage with rock-hevwn door al the lef of ike westem shring, 18 has af
couras, @ separaie enironce as well, wirh a finely carved anch. Tho frgurss
are agam of the Jain sxints and their stteedenig, Some ol ihe beat |,-.:.am|:-'l_=ln
of Tuin sl piune are oo peseen bt in the decocated pillars ond reoes3ss 0
itiz walls. Each Monday Elborz caves remain chose and entry fo= is RS, [0
perperson for lodiass & LSS 10 for foreige iowrise,

k1]
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e o e 32 dpestieDag af € and Shaea fa Cllrsdoralarar Wl

Elmper portion is et wrh ok eorlruess
2

There are twelve jyodirfingas

im Indin ancl ore of them s that ol

Ghrishneshwar  temple  saualed
just near Ellom Caves.

This jyoairlings 1 snic o be
self orienied. According 1o
hassarical recomds i was built m
Tth Century by sati Abiliya Bad
and nxrther-in-lnw Gowtnm Ba
There iz a small nirance, Mesisg
which ane reaches tle coustyard
of the temple. Hall porism of the
tenpde is of red s sipae and the
ather half seems 8o be of plaster. 11
contains 3 Shiviing nfrost of
which e the morble bage of
Goddess parvaii. A fir (8 bﬂd
every vear on Maha Shiv Rair. I
is 1 Jth Jyotirling of Shiva

During the Mughal times, The
Fanchakki ur watermill donwved s
iwnes fom ool weskied h':f Wil
pewer (o griniding com for the poor
and e mildary garison. The winer
Mhores chomm (i ||Ily|l Ly prpes Basesd
O e GHHIOE s cen o a disiesen
of [ kilisenc s, 18 wan il b 1624

ALY 8o conmnuzimornde a Muslinesami
bl Shali MvweniTie,

T mill & siunied in g gonden
mached o the shyine of ihe salnt
wiliis was the spiritial progeptor of
Emperue surmngzeh, The tomb is o
plinn sirucipre, Well-did gardens
kmpside soveral ks, omamenned
willy Enmmlaizs, make o fine SCANinE
There 5 g lage hadl mndor ank
Rivulet skins e gardens asd en
artificial wolerfll adds interest
thesgine.
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BIBI-KA-MAQBARA

Ficki-ka-Magharinmin roveirwndcad by P A Sk dmoaorp g S el Tad !

Dhrdal btmecw fine J6F 1Tl AL

Thx beautiful mauscdeam of Aurangzeb’s wile, & believed 1o have ben
constnacted by Prince Azam Shah im memory of his mather Kobig-ul -
Churrami Alias Dilras Banu Begumberaeen circa 1651 - 1661 4,TF

It was modelled on the Taj Mahol or Agre, tke creation of
Auramgseh™s father. Shah jahan. However. it is & poor imbtaties, The
gxiersor lacks in svmamelry. The siructure is topped by markde doeoe
Bt the walle aieof plaster An ociaponal screen of perforaied markis
encloses the Lomb. The interior decorsiion ks nthiing
compambility the preat arclisbectoral wonder i Apgrm, Yei, BIBRIL-
ELA-MACHWAR A hag [8s oown splensdoar and grace.

A high wall with bastions rons around the adifice, The
recesies have litile minarets, The entrance lesds 1o an arch and
from this point, a fine view ofthestrectare ohead may be obiained.
The pavements that lead oo the mauseleom sre Qanked by oblong
reservoars. Entry fee is Re, 5 perhesd and it is opzn frem &AM o
B.IOFM. G Friday sniry i3 free forall,

34

Anrapriod cerm: AN srer Maabilahir feiws. Ty oy & i grimips danatad on o Bl s deiisigl
Searrd hifoal ol Plaveroamn Ikav, Dhy rise shiromidin iire 05 of gt 8 Bl Prrils

The Cave Temples of Aumngebod cut betoeen e Gih and the ixh
century arg nine Kiloneeters from Ausngabad, near Bibi-ka- Magbara,

Cave seonples of Amrangabad make & wonhy preluds 1o e fir man
culebented Elfora snd Afanaa. Some of the sculptural work here ranks with the
besdin Indsi The site, however, is renched after o hand olish and the grovps of
ExCavm s e separsied by ong ond 8 kil kifometer fone mile) acros the
hilkside, Because of this diffical appraach the Aurmpebad cives ame allan
trepped fromn the itinerary o tourists, They ane defimitely worth 2 visi,

m:u: Ihit.,“h olhers of their kind alsewhere in Indis-their toial samber i
w..ﬁ 0. These excavations wene not based on any patural caves. The
-:mp‘i_-::_:i-fmr was hewn amd carved with primifive fools. The method
“-,I_.Ir‘.jw;‘:j"" Enake o plam and then start work from e i, Frocesding
ey 1 Ck-Etters Icfl salid blocks for pillars. The carving with
fiacads m.Tﬂ “hizel weat on abong with the excavation wilh pickaxe. The
snctghe e 0 Verindah were first comphesed and the the hall, antechamber
e Ly g xhlI"L-[I"-'F'T“Ndmwﬂﬁ"'-:mm:thrmmhm_
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Thee Buddhasts wese the first tomake cave semples, The ape
v strscturnl forms, e chaife kall, a place of warship, ﬂ-llﬂ.l:i"l':ns"lhi
monasiery, o phace of residence For manks. The chaitva gy tha :'.:"I-l':u-..r
roaf and s entzance s pped by the arge wincdow sbaped s o, et
inside, |t bas a centesl nave, sideaishes and o dhrine o | “shing.

x-ih.t.ﬁ.h:-lh.:gphﬂlfﬂcn@:pﬁnnmmimmnmmum The

sindess
The cave temples are rock-hewn adaptations of thes: pwy Bt
m ol 'l'l":":'j-'-ﬁi ICas0mry I:I:_HHI:I'I.IE_[;FII'L i||_ gmnw !I'il.'llilbd ity -"'E
lsigt thee pattern Hves om, reproduced in the time-defying mlhﬂqucltﬂ-“}'
ez pavation starts fopm the western end of the ecpap, - Th

Cave 1, 15 6 il of the seventh centary. 1 bas o 2316 mier
veramdah with cight pillars whach have square bases and by
decorated with females. It will be scen later thar the siyie bas
of contact with the figanes in Cave §at Ajanta. O the wet is 0 Budidhy oy
lobas weal suppored by Magas with their sneke-Fonds, Nagas, deﬂi_ﬂ;
who brought min, were depicied in Baddhist an with a coown eningled
smtke-bacads, Critside the verandab, there s o pows of sitting Buddha s ihie |edy
endl elihe wall,

Ry

ckict capityl;
sveral pying

Cave 2, e findshed construction, isa chaimya-hall, bus inhas feanes
borgowed from Brahmanic temples. An eparmous. seated Huddhs
wcgupies the shrine, his fzel an & lotus, his hands foldad in the snibds of
pmh&.g. wnd over his shiulders are celestiz] beings, This also bth.ugu
the seventh cemaury.

Cove 3, 1ts pallard vershdah bas o badl supporied on fwelve richly carved
columns which combane the styles of Cave | ond 20 an Ajems. [nthe side
wings are fwo compariments which have claborate carvings: Cells o he
angles served as moastic abodes while those at the back and sides wers
used a5 chapels. The nwe elabomitely curved pillars in the asmechember gee
notahle. In front of the shrihe adich is oocupied hy 2 large seaed Buddha s
twn groveps. of votaries, male and female. The Feenale fkgures were elabomate,
head-dresses and neck baces and some hivve parlands in their hands. The s
diepth of thas cave is 39,95 mewe (82 1) amd it wadils 1920 metne 463 il
This is ane of the most completely developed and among the Ealest of e
Buddhist cave temgiles im lndia,

Caved, cesturies alder than the others, is a chaitye-lat of the Hirmyan
OndT.

Cave 5, is g0l ol much interest. &lmost a kilometre and hadf {1 sikc)

#wiy o the cast i the same range of hilla s the secowd group of exssvations.
- Thigis eeached by i rugged pathway.

Cave i, The firstin this sexies, combines the features Dflrh'ﬂ'}“"*'“qmd
0. [t hus an antechaniber and a shrine as also mhnnmrmuhiﬂi-

oomesing a bege Buddia with atemdants, One of the oo

The ruof ofthe cells has a stone bed. The roof of the verandah sho™s

of palnking.
:n'lnsﬁl"ﬁ"‘_:“;hu st impariant of these exeavations. 1t has a large lnswr
O 1 g chamber. The two chapelsal b ends af the verandah and
cell with mbl,_-,,_-p;sfnnc e are Filled with exquisitly tarved figunes, There
ells 'ﬂuI!I5 which served s living quasters for moeks. The sculphures am
ane it €F e of Mabayasa mytholegy anid are marked by a creatve
ih::u::?md Frial frutation in s Brahmasicl seulpgures of Ellorn,

wehandah’ k weall, torwamid ke beft of the door, is a calossal

i !htmmhn;ﬁmml. Hee is oflen seenwith the Bodhain India's

Fo e reat eacher passed before he assumed the fom i which he

whet i Enlightenment, B‘.:ndh'i:aﬂ:tn Pudmapara (Lotus-in-hasd) was
closest o him inthe F.muuql'c'.-mumn.

(b stome eomposition, thees & eight scenes of Buskdhisl prager
1.-.1-:]: {nvokes the pear-Buddha, thus ; “From ihe devoaring fire, m.|:|-|:|iu]
pne, deliver us, From theswond of the Emz_rm.-.mtmﬁul ot defiveris | From
the Fetters af slavery, merciful one, deliver us | From drownieg in water,
nade one, deliver us @ From lion and elephant amd neptibe and

o, pLrEk ST P DR one, deliver o 1"

The cight fears sse dramatiesd in four sculptures «m other e of
Padmaguni. In eack, fwo figures ans prrying w0 the Loed. The top soulphurs on
e side depicts fire as danger @ next, it is the eneeny's swond; thinl. chains;
fovarth, shiprreck om the other gide. The top sculpiam: reresmiz the stk by a
o sevomd. snalies; thind maddensd
elephami; brarthe desth &5 symoibalized by
& demaness aboul ¥ spaich & chald from
s mother's kip. This scene oums &
anoiter medinm, paintng, ol Ajanta. On
the right side of the door is ancther bege
Bodhisazva, Vag-pand o Tininderboh-
im-hand. The Germle on hig fght i
Sunewiti. the poddess of laming.
Ovethead, there are gandharvas,
celiztial ol cians and opranas, nymphs
ol heaven, with wotive offerings in their
hands. The profision of peddesses w an
“"d:'ﬂ'-i"ﬂ_ﬁ_lhmﬁudiﬂﬂmnus oy sk
of i1s crigingl susterity and reeoectbad v
th elder Brohnanke ritoal. Sensiment
hasdl crverlapmed the stern, prrnasical falch
and filledd the plastic: s, il insspiredt with
. exubirmee of spirit, the source of 8
N Wm Nickmess.

Scanned by CamScanner



o e i

8. g Jin

:'i EMasd guirt mi J0- Ty J'll;ﬂ“'l' chpmy mvarrregy #f Cied' SKim-Ciadifeeos Pl
Filova vawr an. 357 Blial Kol |paw peaaple o Wit sad i ralos andsivrer
=== —_ = Abaui fifkers kiliremes from Aerangabod om the oad o Elor fists the

it fiwmous scliasval Tormess of that name is now all thet Dasdebad sands fon The
preat puramidal shape s visible fFom a good dissnes s it dominaies e landscape.

Tha history of Dusdainbad poes back to the tweharth century, when i s the
capital of the Hindu Kingdoms in the Deocan and was callad Daengin, the hill of
the goks. The furtress of Dvogiri was construcied by Rajn Bhallameaj, of Yaday
Lrynasry, wie wis o proal general of his time.

Tl MG weas the sibe of o rock-hewn ciade] which was considered to b
imulnereide, Howover, Dheogin yiekded 1o enemy assoall and passéd inlo e
pesmessienalthe Sultans of Drelhiin | 306 A0

Thiny years kater, Deoginl wis 1o altain a briel period of glony s Indias
eaqital. Mubammad Tughdek, ssconding the Drelhi thross, ordered his capital &
be moved o the scuthem city which be rename Dslatibad, the City of
Forune. It was o drsssplantation rather than o mnsfer, Tor Dethi's enties
Popalazan-sicr, worre and chikdrers ich and poor slike, wirs fo move os i
A mass to the mow capital. Even the sick and e dying were not exerptod fram
UEﬂr'i]UPIHj'-’m:f.lhul'in'fLH\'ed.i tesritrle vl i buman misery aad thoosands
of Delhi ¢itizens perished on the way, And §i was ali in wain. The sl
regretied his decsion and, repesting his aet of madness, andesed the whale
s af i pramis b ancwve back ol shandosed capieal

Dhanbivsdsad vt mon constraned g P [Tifanma) of Huder Drnasty m 1167 A 02
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Sfreulha caman, Thstanibeed fier

Howeves, Douliigtad prew o be 3 great city, rivalling Dl in size snd
impartance. The provines o which it belonged broke sway B the rule of
Diefaii Then the old clindel sxenvated i the body of an sokaed bl had o e
sreagihemed forther. The steep hillshdes o the hase of the Sonoress hupping io
e emcat were 5o smooth that no hastile woaps coukl scabe the heigdes, Bat the
fortilis:arion wns mow exiended well beyid he core of the arisisal ciudel,
Bastion weie buill, moumed over with
canon. Lirest walls with  bastlemeses
garded the approsches. The omer well
reng for sin kilomesre: and thers wie
sevemal mner wnlls with beavy inon gais
fitexd whith wlephent splkes - these spikes
prevemial the use of eleplants 1o forge
the gaies,

The £t gateway leaks o e
mw:hmummnh@,
watter tank; ool fiirtheer up dhene is o ancien
Himda temple, Tis med spparied by (50
pillars. Towwds the right & the Chand
hhu.-pilh:ufvumm;‘,,&gu

Blurat Marg Temyple, Dhisliabid ford

Bevadard, an ortageual paloe hewng el et bl darcng the reign o Shafudahan

blue o lain tiles oo iz focnde. The petace of which i once fommeal a part & poon
ahognither, Saans the other plas: that onee stood im tha adjuining pate.

A large gun sl frog and . hall metre (17 fi) long, which bas a name

insmribed om it les ot the top of & nound high
baustion. This s o rem's b designed s one end.

Beyval thea: kaler constrections is the moat,
i riwters (0 1. ) deep, with o drowbrdge. Here
bupins the erigimal o] of Doogin. The solid nck
is scrngacal i i height of about 76 neestres (250 £ )

Thew is only oo narmew enbrence over the
o, The spwend climb now kads w o a
sublemanean pasage over 4572 metes (150 R
Iy spimals darkby over the hiwn sieps shoelded by
] U rock mass overhead. Some parts of i e

iz | pitchdark and the attendant Sights o flase foc the
RNl | visianr. Lo the olden days B ocoudd be ewsily
harricaded. At s for end, o fiml chatache o
created by 4 kind of iron brazier, When a five was
Hightsd i the brazies the great teat blew fio e
prszge-due to an efleetive device of suctioa-and

4f

Clwad Mnar { Pistrabad)
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Baack ruat ol vt Cosiche Daabavibead e i T wide 8 5w devp

the passage bevamealtogether hackaid,

The total beight of the fodress i sbout [E) metess (000 ). Close 4o s top,
thete: o & ressrvedn, fecl spparenily by some undenground, ssfural sowre. The e
of ghita SUppdy W0 0 besloged fortess 8 obvious. Fumher up, them i a mughal
pavilion and o crown all, a Bastion with a gue. From this spor, ther is &
weonderful view of e countrrsids around. However, visiors who find the olimb

1 vl ) P i Spl iGN passage,

All gver ihe ﬁm&:ﬂmm:mwfmhmmmlmﬂ
sérate g poines and the defences wem so designed that o grear cosdesiration of fire
coald o athined. European bl of Sose dmys, who have lef very readable
i, e descritad this eitadel 43 “ong of the most powerfisl in badia™ This
Bt ok pryvwummiiicad and oy of s tvpe 46 Indka 11 & sl porrerful for enemy,

42

Adesvr (L & B Db Mibarvel Wl T Aurcingarks bk, Khuidahad
Theee are gateways, mosques and numerous lambs within a few
E'El':‘;‘i“:“"" [raulntsbad foer, The visitor moy have 3 [ook ot the tomb of
e "fﬂ'“-‘ Emperor Awrangzeh in Khuldsbad, 17 Kilometees (8
it ’;:' urther up the rosd and closs to Ellora Caves. 1t is a tomb of the
ﬂlp EI'“ kind, The: emperer, who was one of the richest and most
::uui:q :I man of his time, hid leftinstrucdions that his lstresting place
eboih i 1‘:“"‘ anly with 1o fow rupees be bad cammed by siiching
i IPIP_?G » and that, like a poos man's grave, it was bo be covered
,':5"“ ith earth, The contrast with the mausodeum of his wife, Bibi-

ghar, i allfamakvieus,
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il Hﬁﬂ’.ﬁjﬂ.ﬁ:m b pasinls of
ple ; Temnple of Sand Fhmath | onthe hanka ol
o Sant Eknalb and a0 Myvnidh. AL the dam ol

Shindl o Jocdied i
Boporgm, dislisd Al
Pdggar; Misharashi. 1 was
o sawill villape bt shen
Faba came o dks plece 1
wad comyermned mop amall
Enwd. Thers ane mamy
Dhagessediailas aned three
sar bpisls evailade e
fiar =y,

For Surdi, bises and
tpxi ane casdly  available
{rom Muombaei, Pune
Musnmad, Mosik,
Bhpsiwal, Aliicd ™ agar,
Auranganhad and
Eapergaan The
CompulerEed Fabl Wy
repervations ln alse
svmbable from all aiptions
1 T, Hupgesned e
from Diedsa in Shirds : Duthi
1l Mlamiid by rail) and
Meanmsd o Shendi in 38 kn
for which bused, mxic: o
scsvm soloms vehncles e
amn Exp. and Kamatka Exp aee alas having their
whichiia 14 bom_ Freom shinds

_'Z_"_]['L

_...—J

- Bhiepaseper kg o ey m i""
Shinganapir o smoll village in sl o

has 2 fumuous temple of Shosi Deva. He
(ki Htlllllujhwmjll.ﬂ.u a5

ind bos np shade over ik, TFhe-
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m““'bl'rﬂlﬂﬂ A 1% Wadsh witly ey
=

temple, Ttr the nurih of this iobs, there has boem an old Meesn tree. ITa
branch of it grows and casts a shadow over the idale ar nisgay, the Branch

dutamatically ulls dowe, The shadew does not Bl an the sdal * i
Theere bisi mo shadaw. " o

All the howses in Shingnapur donot have door frames and donrs not
only this, but any bouse is this region shoubd not have koeks to the
houses, cup boards, suitcases or boxes. I by mistake or by oversight
amybody violales this ewstom he immediagely @216 o ruprimasd. To

profect the houses from dogs the people just pat up the cistams or &
bamibneo partition, “Ahouse s ihers bt noedapr

There is ro fixed time limit for Earghan. Al the desatess can ke
darshan casily #any time. Heme are no priesis, thedevabzes sia come 1o
fal (il thedr Vows, promises (avas) arc cordially belped by the villagers,

Unlike ather ploces, tere (s noque bere, Women devistes: ane nal o
ool platform, They sake darshan fom dow n side near the platfooms,
Evary devoles i required to be chean with o barh, Blevoies: pous saler
om the idol with wet clathes and perform Ahhishek.

Pilgrimage Timings (Yarrs) @ Shani Amavasys {lals twa or thres
times iz year), Gudhi padva - Chastea Shuddha Pratipada, Shant jayunti
- Vaighakh Vadyn Choturdarshi. A largecrowed is thereon these days,

Crther Temples at Shingamapar : Omo big templo towardz castern
gide of the main platform, Viml - Rukhmini tesple, Bhagan Shree
Krishna tediple, Samt Doyarcalinas, Saint Mamdev, Saint Tukaram,
Gurudey Dutta, Nandadeep, village Deity Laxmiai, Tadta Manilinebe.
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AURANGABAD & :‘é,!;;j__ﬁmﬁ_hdm thian Three lacs.
HEIGHT FROM SEA - 620 fect,
EATH (Mormaal) - G000 to BIG LML
TOUTRIST SEASOM — Septensber o April.
DR ESE — Wondens in windir (Mosember io Feb.)
Anid Lightclothi e rest of the season
LANGUAGE-Maharashtrian, Hindi, Urdu &
English.
Aurangabaid 10 Ellora Canes 205 M.
Asangabad to Dalaiahed 15F M.
Daudatshed o Kheldabad 1005 KM,
Ehildabad 1o Ellora 3.5 KM,
Aursngahad to Ajami 109 KA

ATRFACILITY ;  Twa daily services during Lhe seasan
Bombay 1o Delhi vis Aumngabsd, Udaipus,

DISTANCES

Jaigur, Agra & Delhi

HATLAWAYS 1 Then [ 4 Train Dvagin Expests from Bonibay o
Mandeul & Tupovas Exp Diher fast Train ig
sach Khanid Ecxpress from Aumritsar snd

there mre many Drains from Manmad | Resction.
Fuarangabad from whese the wansports and Taxies are
availalble for Ajomta ond Ellora seperately.

Moharsshiran Government’s Excursion bours ane
alas available,

ROADS 1 There ary meestaled moods availsblo for  passesgers
corming from Mortbem Indin, Bombay & other cilies
o India.
Aenmmgsdatim
Mane Flacy TeleNa. -~
Heel Bama litemntioal Chikalthana 2482458
Hatel Agania Amibasesdor Chikalthana 2481357
“_‘"“‘-"i"m"l?ﬁﬂdlﬂpp.l:'nunﬁ Aurangabad LTD.C
:'r'ﬂ'ﬂl":”!ﬂ‘.k'l Station Rosd Aurangabad 1370
tael Mandasvan, Pada
i m Pura . Aumangahad B335
351t Hasgy
Hctel Ramg Imiesmatinnal
47
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' Wizl Miland . 16 Rafical & Shatig

Hitel Ajants Ambasador

Hokel Trj Besidency
Hoted President Park
Hotel Mandarvan, Padem Pun Auranpakad
Comer
Heoned Meetam, Bhadkai Gate Aurangabald
el Meatraj, Paaikarary Stathom Aurangitid
Aahoiea Holed, Mear Paithan Gale Aurangabed
Mieghdoot Hirtel, Aurangabad
Punjoh ational Hotel, Prs Deariba Aarmgatrad
Hiotg] Wisdsor sl Aurangzhad
‘Hotel Diircer Mgt -
Hew Pusgab Laodiging & Boanling, Asrangebod
Hiniek Peoctati sty Hiation Surangateud Fli55m9
Hoel Madivehan Delraxn Avnsanppbad .
Touriet Home Radbway Sation Aurangahad 1A%
ewar Lodging & Boardmg. Ameagated =
Equ
Crctanjaly Guest Hoose, Belitind Head Offce 138674
Belzmjit tonmsl Laslige, Railuay Slaben 2333285
Famaxi Lodging & Boarfag, Chowk =
Huied Cberci, Usmanpars 233384
Eﬂulpﬁmhhﬂum&w'ﬂh{mnﬂﬂll
Shalkgpn] Mear Fus St TIAM4
Hasrambhibagt [harmmshala, ear Railway Siaton
13als §i Dharamstala, Blahgan)
i pricaem Tobarwean, P Daridse, amed Cidon, Towsecerine.
Heaticdayy Camp. b.T.0 . Ruileny Station
ACCOMODATION NEAR ELLORA UAVES,
S Oillige (Reservadlon)
Local Pund Travellers Bunglow - Exeoatwy OTicer, CHy
. Auranjabad,
Guesi House, Kholdahad, 1M -

The Direcior, PW. B Flligra
Caves Padmnpura, Aumngsbal,
The Mareiger, Hoiol Mer  Cove
P i Keiinah e Lid., Ellee

Hoiel st Private Lid

Mpte rAcommedation can b given R one day Ty e locs] officer. swipect 1o
weailahility.

AJANTA CAVES ARE CLOSED 0N MONDAY & FLLORA CAVES ARE
CLAVSETy O TUESDAY
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