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Renault wants to start a new innings in India and
its weapon is the stylish and upmarket Fluence.
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Flusnce doesn't like being
pushed hard through
corners and the emphasis
ismera on ride comfest.
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Des|gn flair seen in dashboard too. Cabin made of hard-wearing materials but gquality net as good as German rivals,
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wheelbase gives it & well balanced stance.
The rear mhny is more generic bus
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say that the Fluence will be
stylish cars 1o hit the market and most car
buyers will love its rakish Jooks,
Slide mto the driver's seat and you are
wted by a chunky stee wheel, kegible
insmumentation 3 ik md wluuh
is unclutrered but yet full of
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refrigerated
glovebox is one of the biggest aroumd.
The front seats with their generous
under-thigh suppott are supremely
wrtable a ust (manually) iv

all directions. Shart drivers, however,

might want o little bit more seus beight
adjust to comfortably clear the highrset
dashboard. 7

Move aver ta the rear and you will be
in for n pleasant surprise. The Fluence’s
back seat is one of the most comfortabie
with Joads of begroom, great under-
thigh support and & nice, upright siing
position. Neither the Lauea nor the Carolla
can match the Fluence for rear seat
comifort. However, because af' the dark
trim (the Indiun cars should have besge)
and the amall window area (eaten up by
the rising waistline and swooping roof),
the interiors don’t feed as airy and bught
a3 they shoukd. Cabin quality is good with
hard-wearing plastics and switches which
fr ce to prod. However, the Fluence's
insides don't have quite the same quality as
the Germans and <an't match the Jerta ar

aC or sheer feel-good factor,

The boot is huge and comes with a
60:40 splic for added versadlity, However,
in India that feature is hardly used and it's
possible that split seats may nos be offersd
n the Indian version if it saves coms.

The equipment level on the Euro-spec
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& Fluence is nat particalarly generous bat
the Indian car will almost certainly have
all the bells and whistes which include
Bluetonth connectlvity and & keyless start
Among others.

The engine under the Fluenoe’s losig
hood is a famudiar unit, [t's a move powesfil
version of the Logan's 1.5-litre diesed dCi
englwe and develope 105bhp, There are
other eogmne optons too including a 2-
fitre m)l-hp petral with a CVT uummadc

on the revs and the drone becomes
fouder, But, for the most part, wheo
driven in a refaved yay, engine
noise iy hardly abtrusive.

The engioe is Fairly punchy
and has a strong mid-range and
the six-speed gearbax, which has
a deligheful shift, makes highway
eruising with the tll fifth and
slxth gear ratics quite o breeze.

Howvcr. the big

and Renanlt may
this maded too far the Indian market.
Bade to the diesel. 1t feels far mone
refined than the Logan’s engine bur thar's
w he expected given the extra nsulation
the Fluence can afford. The Fluence's
diesal engine is reasonably guiet bat pile

ppointment is the way the
Fluence drives in town and in
heavy traffic. A drive through
rush-hour Paris highlighted the
Infusiating turbo-lag. In fact,
acvery low speeds, the Fluence
feels less responsive than the

‘The Fluence will be bigger
than the Jetta but priced
closer to the Corolla.’
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1.5 diesel feels
shuggish at low
revs; massive boat
space of 530 litres;
Six-speed gearbex
in shick.
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LIKE GM HAS successiully managed to

integrate its Korean subsidiary GM DAT

In the development of its Asan range

of vehicles, Renaudt too has invalved its

| Korean sublsidiary Renault-Samsungin the
development of the Fluence. Developing
s outsicke of Europe is not just cheaper
buta lot cuickes too, The Fluence will also
benefic f elatively low-cost mother
plantand a cheap suppler base in Turkey
but huge cost savings will be achieved only
when kocal production of engines begins.

Logan because the bigger urbo n this
engine takes its ovn swae time to spool
up. You floar the throetle and nothing
happens. Wait for o moment and suddenly
whoosh - the turbo kicks in and you rocet
forward, The non-linear pawer delivery
will be cumbersome in Indian traffic and
bopefislly Renault will smoothen out the
pawer delivery of the engine before lunch.

The Fluence suspension has been nined
for camfort and the ride is, without a
doubt, outstanding. 1t's hard 1o gauge in
the Indinn cantext, especially against cars
like the Jetta and Laura which have an
exemplary ride. However, driving around
Paris, the Fluence felt extremely cushy
and ride was just superb. The handling,
however, is a bit dull. The electric pawer
steering doesn't exsctly bristle with feel
and the big and saft Fluence doesn't like w
be burried throngh cormness, 50 eathusiasts
may be disappointed.

1t's too early to announce any prices
bul Qane can up\cl the Fluence to

and unds

cm like the Laura nnd Jetta by a fuir
margin. In fact, there are rumours that
the Fluence could be priced alongside
the Corolls. Peicing will be the key 1o the
Fluenee’s success and Repault just can't
afford to get it wrong. Not only is the
Fluence a new car for Renault in India
but it marks a new beginning for the
company 1o, £

FACTFILE
REMAULT FLUENCE
Price

=4 Length

Width

Haight
Wheelbase .
Ground clearance 120mm
Kerb weight g
Engine 4 oyls in line, commonral
fur bo-chesed, 1461cc
Froal, lramverse,

Instaflation

Power
M4kpnat 2
6%
NoPherson-tppe
mshacae [1), Macidde beam 1)
Fuel tank %
Boet
Tyres




